Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 24, 2022

Saturday, July 23rd, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Anne Potenziani, req. by Gioiosa
family
Sunday, July 24th, 17th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:30 a.m. - In honor of Sta. Mary Maddalena
Monday, July 25th, St. James
8:00 a.m. - Connie Pethick, req. by Emilio Naclerio
Tuesday, July 26th, Sts. Joachim And Anne
8:00 a.m. - Anne Potenziani, req. by Nick &
Therese Incarnato
7:00 p.m. - Deceased Member of St. Ann Society
Wednesday, July 27th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, July 28th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. – Fr. Ralph Colicchio
Friday, July 29th, St. Martha
8:00 a.m. - Connie Pethick, req. by Ronnie
Camputaro
Saturday, July 30th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Deceased members of St. Michael
Parish
Sunday, July 31st, 18th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:30 a.m. - Anne Potenziani, req. by Mary
Florenzano & daughters, Lori & Ann
In remembrance of those who died,
Eligio Ferrucci, Gregory Devlin,
Josephine Rosselli & Michael Salvo
May they rest in peace.

Today, we learn lessons about prayer. The scene in
Genesis occurs just after two of Abraham’s visitors (to
whom he gave hospitality in the last week’s reading) have
departed. The Lord remains, telling Abraham about the
“the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah” and his plans
to destroy them. In what follows, Abraham fears for the
innocent who may live there, and he bargains with God as
if with a human overlord—flattering, reasoning,
persuading. Six times Abraham resumes is plea, whittling
down the number of innocent that would prevent
destruction from fifty to ten. Shocking as this approach
may seem to us, the character of the Lord in this story
does not seem impatient or offended by Abraham’s
approach. He appears to be persuaded without much
resistance.
In the Gospel, we hear the familiar, beloved words of the
Our Father, the model Jesus gave to the disciples at their
request. These simple words show us what Jesus thinks is
essential, humanly and spiritually: recognizing God’s
holiness, desiring that the Kingdom come, food to sustain
us, forgiveness received and given, and the request to be
released from the ominous-sounding “final test”. Even
more intriguing are the lessons following the prayer that
illustrate the attitude with which disciples should pray
and God’s response to prayer. As in Genesis, the
examples come from human interactions: the friend who
responds because of persistence, the urgent instruction to
“ask,” “seek,” and “knock”. Jesus invites us to pursue
intimacy with our Father Actively! But the final words
realign our perspective. It is not that our persistent prayers
persuade and indifferent God to become generous. Rather,
our Father eagerly awaits our asking, seeking, and
knocking so that he can give us the Holy Spirit, which
mysteriously meets every human need.

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, July 24, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Weekend of July 17, 2022
Weekly Collection $1612.00
Online Collection $ 120.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Readings for the week of July 24, 2022
Sunday: Genesis 18:20-32; Colossians 2:12-14;
Luke 11:1-13
Monday: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Matthew 20:20-28
Tuesday: Jeremiah 14:17-22; Matthew 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21; Matthew
13:44-46
Thursday: Jeremiah 18:1-6; Matthew 13:47-53
Friday: Jeremiah 26:1-9; Jn 11:19-27 or Luke
10:38-42
Saturday: Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24; Matthew
14:1-12

Pastoral Reflections
The current July and August 2022 Issues of the Catholic Transcript takes an in depth look at the
Archdiocesan process of Pastoral Planning. If you don’t receive it in the mail, extra copies are available at
the entrances, exits of the church depending if you are coming in or going out. I encourage all of our
parishioners to read this issue and to pass it on to others. It you don’t have a hard copy, you can also read it
on line at the Archdiocesan website.
The magazine talks about and features many articles dealing with “Pastoral Planning” its goal and its
implementation and how people who were originally nervous and skeptical at first with this whole idea of
“Pastoral Planning” after attaining a bettering understanding of what it is all about, why it is necessary and
its goal, they came to embrace it and found a new lease on faith and parish life which went beyond the
borders of their own parish walls that was bigger and broader than their own individual parish could offer.
As Deacon James McCormack, Director of Pastoral Planning, stated in one of the articles in thus current
issue, Creating Vibrant Catholic Communities, “Since the very beginning of the pastoral planning process in
the Archdiocese of Hartford that has been the goal – enhancing parishes, strengthening faith and building a
Catholic Church that will be present and thriving for years and generations to come.”
As the title of the Catholic Transcript reads, “Pastoral Planning: Strengthening Our Catholic Communities” is
basically what “Pastoral Planning” is all about. Instead of attending weekday or Sunday Mass with only a
hand full of people would it not be more lively and invigorating to worship with a hundred or more of our
brothers and sisters in unity of faith focused and gathered on the Liturgy of the Word and the Eucharist.
Wouldn’t it be nice to meet new people who share the same faith and are just as enthusiastic about the
church as you are and are not afraid to “put out into the deep” as it were to engage in the many areas and
ways of evangelization letting others know that the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Hartford is alive,
well and breathing?
On page ten, in the upper left hand corner there is a snippet listing ten “Main Factors Contributing to the
[current need of] Parish Mergers” which are not new. We have heard of these before. Among these are
low religious practice and Mass attendance. Less and less couples getting married in church or even
parents taking their children to church. A decrease in vocations to the priesthood coupled with an increase
in the number of priest retiring making is harder and harder for the current priests to fulfill Mass schedules
or even manage parishes. Not to mention aging church buildings and the cost of upkeep. On the plus side,
however, there is the benefit of combining resources, include ministries and finances. It also affords us
opportunities to create new ministries to serve others and to evangelize. But you can read the snippet for
yourself.
Change is always a scary thing. We all want to hold on to what we have. We can resist and fight or we can
embrace change for our own growth and benefit.
Again I urge each and every parishioner to please read the July and August Issue of the Catholic Transcript
you will find it very helpful and informative and it will alleviate some of your fears because as various
articles point out others have gone through the process of “Pastoral Planning” and have benefited from it
coming out better and stronger in their faith.
Fr. Roy

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 24, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
We must return to the essence
of Christianity: the love of God,
the driving force of our joy that
sends us out to trod the
pathways of the world, and
welcoming our neighbor. This
is the simplest and most
beautiful witness we can
give the world.

Question of the Week
When have I failed to be generous with what I have or
been inhospitable to those I meet? What would lead
me to be generous and hospitable?

ST. ANN SOCIETY

MASS BOOK

The St. Ann Society would like to cordially invite
you to the annual Triduum in honor of Good Saint
Ann this month. The dates of the Triduum will be
July 24th, 25th, and 26th (Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday) at 7:00pm in St. Michael Church. The
Triduum begins with two nights of rosary, prayers
invoking the intercession of Saint Ann, and then
Benediction. The third, and concluding night, is a
mass with a reception afterward in the rectory.

The Mass Book for
August 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022
Will be open on July 28, 2022

Please extend this invitation to anyone outside of the
parish, whom you feel may benefit from this
experience or just wants to join us. Also, we are
always actively looking for women who may want
to become new members of the St. Ann Society.
Please let any of the present members know if you
are interested in becoming a member. We look
forward to sharing this inspirational and moving
experience with you.

FOOD BANK –

Each week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of non-perishable
foods that are brought to various non-profit agencies and
families in need in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO
NOT INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD).
Your donation of these items are appreciated greatly by
those who receive them. Please consider bringing one or
two non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

Come to the rectory from 9:00am – 11:00 a.m.
Monday thru Friday, or call the Rectory at 203-5627178 to book your masses.
ONLY ONE SUNDAY MASS PER FAMILY
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

~CONCERT~
July 30, Saturday 4:30
St. Stanislaus Church
New Haven Ct
On July 30, we will have the
opportunity to listen to a vocal and
instrumental concert. The program
will primarily include organ music
of different eras. Among them you
will
hear
works
from
the
eighteenth-century
manuscript,
found in the Monastery of the Poor
Clares in Stary Sącz, Polish music
of the twentieth century by Marian
Sawa, virtuoso organ work of the
greatest Baroque composer of all
time Johann Sebastian Bach, as
well as French nineteenth- and
twentieth-century composers such
as Louis James Alfred LefébureWély and Eugène Gigout. There will
also be songs for connoisseurs of
singing, i.e. compositions by Felix
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy performed
by an excellent, oratorio-cantata,
German tenor. There will be duets,
m.in Ave Maria, and Ecce panis
angelorum in Latin. There will also
be singing in Polish, to the music
of Franz Schubert, or popular,
contemporary
Polish
religious
singing.

