Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 8, 2021

Saturday, August 7th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Philomena (Phyllis) Esposito, req. by
Rocco & Ann Candela & family
Sunday, August 8th, 19th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:30 a.m. - Dominick, Theresa & Raymond
Petrarca, req. by Gene & Donald
Monday, August 9th, St. Teresa Benedicta
8:00 a.m. – Sigmund Rakiec, req. by friend
Tuesday, August 10th, St. Lawrence
8:00 a.m. - God’s blessings & guidance, req. by
Anastasio family
Wednesday, August 11th, St. Clare
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, August 12th, St. Jane Frances de
Chantal
8:00 a.m.–
Friday, August 13th, Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus
8:00 a.m. Saturday, August 14th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Norma Bailey, req. by Bob & Marie
Lunney
Sunday, August 15th, Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
9:30 a.m. - Sta Maria Dela Vergini

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, August 8, 2021
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish
In remembrance of those who died,
Frances Carol Rodriguez
May she rest in peace.
Weekend of August 1, 2021
Weekly Collection $1941.00
Online Collection $75.00
Monthly Collection $778.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
Assumption
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

The Letter to the Ephesians seems to provide a marked
contrast to the other two readings today. Paul continues his
exhortation to live as new people, marked by the seal of the
Holy Spirit. Particular actions and attitudes, such a as
bitterness, anger, and slander, are unworthy of such people.
On the other hand, kindness and forgiveness are to be
encouraged, even expected. For the Ephesians, the best and
only example of love and forgiveness was Jesus.
Two phrases from the other two readings might have clues
as to how the Ephesians and the other members of the early
Church were supposed to persevere in their spiritual
transformation. In the First Reading, the Lord provides
Ezekiel with food and drink in the wilderness. The first time,
God simply commands Ezekiel to eat. The second time, God
adds the single phrase, “else the journey will be too long for
you.” While the reference to Ezekiel’s trip to Horeb is clear,
the idea of journey can apply also to the process of
renewal—spiritual journey—apparent in Ephesians. The
lesson seems clear. Eat the food that God provides and you
will have strength for the journey.
John’s account again identifies Jesus as the “living bread
that came down from heaven.” John adds, “Whoever eats
this bread will live forever.” belief in Jesus yields eternal
life. Belief is the fundamental, life-changing event. If the
command of God in Ezekiel is to eat, the command of Jesus
in John is to eat this bread from heaven and live forever. In
Baptism, the Ephesians inherit both messages. Jesus is the
food they must eat for the journey. In their love and
forgiveness, they reflect the eternal Jesus gave them through
his won death on the cross. The Gospel according to John
and the Letter to the Ephesians form interwoven pictures of
a faith that leads to life and the discipleship that springs
from that faith. Belief in Jesus Christ, as Paul is fond of
saying, means the Christian is no longer a slave to sin but
free to choose a different kind of life-one of kindness and
love.
In what sense is faith in Jesus a gift of God? In what way do
we have to work at it?

Readings for the week of August 8, 2021
Sunday: 1 Kings 19:4-8; Ephesians 4:30—5:2;
John 6:41-51
Monday: Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Matthew
17:22-27
Tuesday: 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; John 12:24-26
Wednesday: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew
18:15-20
Thursday: Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Matthew
18:21—19:1
Friday: Joshua 24:1-13; Matthew 19:3-12
Saturday: Joshua 24:14-29; Matthew 19:13-15

Pastoral Reflection
August 8, 2021
Back in the 50’s, Rosemary Clooney had a hit song called “This Ole House.” Written by Stuart
Hamblen, it was a song about a shack, a broken down hut that his friend had come across in the mountains
while they were on a hunting trip. As the line from Wikipedia goes, “Inside was the body of a man and the
man’s dog was still there, guarding the building.”
While the original purpose of this song was religious, to remind us of the mortality of the body, for
we will leave it behind “This Ole House” our bodies when we die but I think that it also can be applied to
our present spiritual material house where we worship which is none other than our physical church
building.
Since St. Michael’s establishment in September of 1889 and its history, “This Ole Church” has been
a home and a witness to the Italian heritage, culture and Catholic faith not only to its parishioners but also
the people of Wooster Square for some one hundred and thirty-two years. But like all things in life, time
takes its toll. As the some of the lyrics in the song go, “This ole house is a getting’ shaky, This old house is
getting’ old, This old house lets in the rain, This old house lets in the cold…” How true this is! “This old
house lets in the rain.”
As you may know, on the outside front of the church in the upper left-side of the façade there is a
hole that needs fixing it “lets in the rain”. We believe this to be the reason why we are and have been
experiencing water damage to the interior north wall of the church which has caused portions of the celling
molding to fall; the section that is currently roped off.
We have had several contractors look at the outside situation and they have given us estimates of the
work involved and the cost. After much consolation we finally received approval from the Archdiocese to
proceed with these very much needed repairs. I signed a contract with New England Masonry to do the
repairs which are expected to start around mid-August. The cost of the repairs is $437,024.00 which at the
present time will be paid for from our parish savings.
While this major undertaking is necessary to maintain the integrity, safety and soundness of our
church building, all one needs to do is to walk around the church and its property to see that “This Ole
Church” needs many other repairs. The font stars and railings need our attention. If you were to walk around
the outside of the building, you would readily see how some of the outside window casings, regular and
basement ones are deteriorating and should be repaired or replaced. Even the single pane glass on the
basement windows are not the most efficient, just to name a few items.
As anybody who owns property, with a building (s) on it knows and can attest to, it seems that every
time you turn around there is always something that needs fixing, replacing or some type of maintenance
needed to be done all in an effort to try and stay ahead of things and it is no different with the church.
In an effort to stay ahead of these much needed repairs and their financial costs, we, as members of
St. Michael’s will need to have a major fund raising campaign. Even though we have the monies from the
sale of the Green Street properties, we need to be careful because we can go through this money very quickly
and be in financial trouble before we know it. And it is for these reasons that we need to have a major fund
raiser to make sure that we not only maintain the integrity of the property and its buildings but also to help
secure our future financial viability.
Aware of your love for and generosity to St. Michael’s Church, as we go forward looking towards
our future, may God continue to bless us in all we do and may St. Michael watch over and protect us always.
Fr. Roy

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
2021 CT Catholic Men's Conference

Attention men of the parish, the theme for the 14th
Annual CT Catholic Men’s Conference is The Most
Holy Rosary. As usual there are 4 tremendous speakers
that will challenge all who attend plus a gust homilist!
You can be part of it on Saturday, September 25, 2021 at
the New Britain Baseball Stadium for an amazing day
that will have a tremendous impact on you. You can
purchase tickets and read the details ONLINE at www.
ctcatholicmen.org

August 8, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Let us pray for the Church, that
she may receive from the Holy
Spirit the grace and strength to
reform herself in the light of the
Gospel.

Sign up today, don’t delay.
The ABC’s of Annulment
September 18@ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Sponsored by The Metropolitan Tribunal
Father Thomas Walsh, Pastor of Saint Augustine
Parish, 10 Campbell Ave, Hartford, Connecticut,
in collaboration with Father George Mukuka, the
Judicial Vicar of the Metropolitan Tribunal in
Bloomfield, Connecticut, will host “The ABCs of
Annulment” on Saturday of September 18th,
from 10 am to 12:00 pm, in the Church Hall at the
address above.
Updates of the process initiated by Pope Francis
as well as those made in the Archdiocese of
Hartford will be presented by Br. Larry Lussier
CSC in English, while Deacon Ramon Rosado will
deliver the presentation in Spanish.
Follow-up Annulment Workshops to help
participants write their applications will be held at
the same address on Saturday September 25th and
October 2nd and 9th, from 10 am to 12:00 pm.
Deacon George Frederick and Jim Tottenham,
members of the Annulment Team, will join Br.
Larry and Deacon Rosado for the Workshops.
The “ABCs of Annulment” event is open to all at
no cost. Participants will receive a folder with the
required printed materials. No registration is
required. For further information call Br. Larry @
475-221-8464 or email him at brolarlus300@gmail.com.

Aug. 8th – Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Do not be afraid. Peter was able to walk on the
waves until he turned his attention away from Jesus.
In fear Peter called out “Lord, save me”. Have faith
and trust the Lord’s call. Consider being a priest,
brother, or sister. Call Fr. Michael Casey, Director
of Vocations, Pastoral Center, 860-761-7456, e-mail
vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at
www.hartfordpriest.com.

MASS BOOK
The Mass Book is open for all registered parishioners
for 2021. Weekday masses, Sanctuary candles and
Community Masses are available. Come to the rectory
from 9:30am – 12:00 noon Monday thru Friday, or call
the Rectory at 203-562-7178 to book your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.

Question of the Week
How can I be a sign to others of the nourishment
I’ve found in the bread of life?

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________

FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of nonperishable foods that are brought to various non-profit
agencies in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT
INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your
donation of these items are appreciated greatly by
those who receive them. Please consider bringing one
or two non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

