Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Saturday, December 4th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - James Plano req. by Cousin Ginny& Sal
Plano
Sunday, December 5th, Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, December 6th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Tuesday, December 7th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 8th, Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 a.m. - Michael D’Agnelli, req. by Gioiosa family
12:10 p.m. - Fortunato & Trofimena Apicella, req. by
daughter
Thursday, December 9th, Advent Weekday
9:30 a.m.– Philip Santore, req. by Rich & Esther
Ezold
Friday, December 10th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Saturday, December 11th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - William, Stella & William C. Candella,
req. by family
Sunday, December 12th, Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. - Norma Bailey, req. by Mary Florenzano

Last Sunday’s Old Testament reading called for hope
in God in the face of the looming destruction and exile
of Judah (the southern kingdom of Israel). Today we
hear the joyful message of Baruch, proclaiming that
divine rescue and restoration will soon be
accomplished. Though Jeremiah names Baruch’s the
prophet’s secretary, the Book of Baruch collects
several different writings, most likely composed after
Judah’s exile. While Baruch anticipates the end of
captivity, Psalm 126 looks back on God’s deliverance
as an accomplished fact: “When the Lord brought
back the captives of Zion…our mouth filled with
laughter.”
The Book of Baruch as a whole is instructive. Its
unknown editor gathered various compositions
reflecting the experience of captivity itself, the people's
liberation, and reasons leading to Judah’s downfall.
Principal among such reason were repeated lapses into
idolatry. When God seemed unresponsive to the
people’s wishes or demands, they looked elsewhere for
meaning and liberation from life’s difficulties. Baruch
reminds those already rescued from exile that they mut
not return to their former ways of unfaithfulness.

In remembrance of those who died,
Joseph Vessichio, Sr. & Maria Cacioppo
May they rest in peace.

Similarly, St. Paul speaks to Christians who know that
God has already brought final salvation in Christ. He
reminds them that in their day–to–day lives they must
grow in the “good work” Christ has begun in them. As
they remember Christ’s coming in history, their love
“must increase ever more and more” in the present, so
that they may rejoice in the final completion of God’s
work of salvation n on the future “day of Christ” (1:9,
10). We too know that Christ has already come,
bringing God’s presence and power into our world. We
too must live today in that divine presence, looking
forward to its fullness.

Weekend of November 28, 2021

Readings for the week of December 5, 2021

Weekly Collection $1793.00
Online Collection $110.00

Sunday: Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke
3:1-6
Monday: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday: Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14
Wednesday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6,
11-12; Luke 1:26-38
Thursday: Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15
Friday: Isaiah 48:17-19; John 8:12; Matthew
11:16-19
Saturday: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13

Sanctuary Lamp

Sunday, December 5, 2021
In Memory of
Philip Santore

Two Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Monthly Collection
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Retired Religious

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
As Catholic Christians, this week, we celebrate two very important Marian Feasts.
The first one is this Wednesday, December 8th, which is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a Holyday of Obligation. Masses are at 8 am and 12:10 pm.
There is no 5:30 pm Mass.
Sometimes, when people hear the words “Immaculate Conception,” they immediately associate this attribute of
Mary with the Annunciation, when the Angel Gabriel came to Mary to tell her that she was to conceive Jesus in her
womb. That she was to become the “Mother of God.” This is not what Feast of the Immaculate Conception is all
about. The feast commemorates the belief that since Mary was chosen above all women to be the Mother of God’s
Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that it was only appropriate and proper that she should be holy and immaculate,
that is freed from all sin from the first moment of her existence. Thus, our faith professes the belief that from the
first moment of Mary’s conception in the womb of St. Anne’s, by a special preeminent grace from God, Mary was
preserved from all sin, personal and even original sin from the first beginnings of her life. Thus, her conception was
immaculate, without sin. In fact, the stature of Mary that resided in the vestibule of the church is image of Our Lady
of Lourdes where in our Lady revealed to St. Bernadette that she, Mary, was the “Immaculate Conception.”
The next important Marian Feast which is near and dear to us who live in the Americas is the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, which falls on Sunday, December 12th. Liturgically speaking, since the Sundays of Advent take
president over the feast it is not formally, but the celebration of this important feast is no way diminished because it
fits in perfectly in with Advent. When we look at the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe, she is with child. In the
apparition of Mary, we see the fulfilment of the word of the prophet Isaiah 7:14, and the words of the angel to
Joseph in Matthew 1:23 “Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son , and she will name Him Immanuel.”
On December 9, 1531, an Indian convert to Catholicism, Juan Diego, was making his way to the town of Tlateloco
in Mexico to attend catechism class and hear Mass. As he was making his way past Tepeyac Hill, he saw a bright
light and heard celestial music. Filled with curiosity, he climbed to the top of the hill where he saw the Blessed
Virgin Mary standing in the midst of a glorious light. Speaking to him in his native language, Mary told him that
she was “the Mother of the true God” and that she wished a chapel to be built there in order that she could
demonstrate her love, compassion, and protection for all the people. She told Juan, “for I am your merciful
Mother.” She therefore commanded Juan to go to the bishop and tell him of her request.
Juan went to see the bishop, but the bishop was hesitant to believe his story and so he sent him away. The next day,
Juan returned to Tepeyac Hill and told Mary of the bishop’s failure to believe his story. She asked him to go back to
the bishop again the next day and repeat her wish, her. Faithful to Mary’s request, Juan went back to the bishop, a
second time retelling her wish. It was during this meeting that the bishop requested Juan to ask the Lady to give
him a sign. Relaying the bishop’s request to Mary, Mary promised Juan that she would grant his petition, that she
would give him a sign the following morning.
But the following morning, Juan was prevented from meeting Mary at the appointed time and place because Juan
had to rush to the village to get a priest for his uncle, Juan Bernardino, who had suddenly become very ill. Despite
the fact that Juan did not go to the village via the Tepeyac Hill, Mary still encountered Juan on his way. Mary
listened quietly to Juan’s excuse for not having kept his appointment with her the day before. When he had finished
speaking, she said to him, “It is well, littlest, and dearest of my sons, but now listen to me. Do not let anything
afflict you and be not afraid of illness and pain. Am I not here who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow
and protection? Are you not in the crossing of my arms? Is there anything else you need? Do not fear for your uncle
for he is not going to die. Be assured…he is already well.”
After her conversation, the Lady instructed Juan to pick the flowers that were growing at the summit of the hill. He
did as he was told, knowing that because of the rocky terrain and weather, no flowers ever grew there. He was
instructed to take the flowers to the bishop as the sign that he requested. Gathering up the flowers and placing them
in his tilma, off he went to see the bishop. Juan stood before the bishop and opened his cloak to show him the
flowers. As they came cascading down to the floor, an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary miraculously appeared on
the tilma; thus, we have the miraculous image of the Virgin of Guadalupe which is still the same after all these
centuries.

Fr. Roy

Second Sunday of Advent

December 5, 2021

MASS BOOK

From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis

The Mass Book for 2022 is now open
Masses can be booked from
Jan 1, 2022 thru June 30, 2022.

Let us pray together for
catechists, called to announce the
Word of God: that they may be
courageous and creative
witnesses through the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Come to the rectory from 9:00am – 12:30 p.m.
Monday thru
Friday, or call the Rectory at 203562-7178 to book your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.
‘Giving Tree’

2021
Our Annual Advent Giving Tree is already up.
We will be collecting gifts cards of no more than
$25.00 for the residents of Leeway.
We ask that you return your gifts cards with the
person’s name on each gift card and place them
with the ‘ornament’. This will enable easy
distribution. All gifts cards need to be dropped
off at the church no later than Sunday, December
19.

Question of the Week
For what do I need to repent? Whom do I need to
forgive?

FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods that
are brought to various non-profit agencies and families in
need in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT
INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your
donation of these items are appreciated greatly by those
who receive them. Please consider bringing one or two
non-perishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

If you have any questions please contact the
rectory at 203-562-7178.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Let us remember our loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Christmas.

St. Michael Church
2021
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 19th
9:30 a.m.
Vigil Solemnity of Christmas
Friday, December 24th
4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass
Saturday, December 25th
Solemnity of Christmas
9:30 a.m. Mass

In memory of:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
(Please print names clearly)
By: __________________________________
Amt. Enclosed __________________________

A donation of $10.00 per name is requested in order
to be listed in a post Christmas bulletin. Please return the completed form and place it in any Saturday and/or Sunday collection with the offering or
use the envelope in your packet. Thank you.

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

On Wednesday, December 8th, we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
An essential part of God’s plan for the mother of his
Son was that she be conceived free from Original Sin.
“Through the centuries the Church became ever more
aware that Mary, ‘full of grace’ through God, was
redeemed from the moment of her conception” (CCC,
no. 491).
In anticipation that she was to bear the Son of God,
Mary was preserved from the time of her conception
from Original Sin.
We call this the Immaculate Conception. No sin would
touch her, so that she would be a fitting and worthy
vessel of the Son of God. The Immaculate Conception
does not refer to the virginal conception and birth of
Christ, but rather to Mary’s being conceived without
inheriting Original Sin.

In the course of time, the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception became more precisely enunciated, as its
truth— long supported by the universal popular
devotion of the faithful—was better understood by
deepening theological inquiry.
In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed this dogma
infallibly: that is, in his role as supreme teacher of the
Church, he declared that this doctrine is divinely
revealed and must be accepted with faith by the entire
Church.
This article was an excerpt from the United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2006) 141–143,
149.

