Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
(only during Lent at 12:10 pm)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 pm to 3:30 pm and
Monday Evenings during Lent from 6 pm to 7 pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Second Sunday of Lent
March 13, 2022

Saturday, March 12th,Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Philip & Catherine Santore & Maryann
Ezold, req. by Rich & Esther Ezold
Sunday, March 13th, Second Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - San Antonio Abate, req. by devotees
Monday, March 14th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. – John Lucarelli, req. by Gioiosa family
Tuesday, March 15th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 16th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
12:10 p.m. - Louis Onofrio, req. by Therese & Nick
Incarnato
Thursday, March 17th, Saint Patrick
8:00 a.m. – People of St. Michael Parish
Friday, March 18th, St. Cyril of Jerusalem
8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 19th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Giuseppe, & Pasqua D’Agnelli, req. by
Gioiosa family
Sunday, March 20th, Third Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Deceased Members of Borelli &
Anastasio families

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 13, 2022
In Memory of
Philip & Catherine Santore & MaryAnn
Ezold

In remembrance of those who died,
Michael Niro
May he rest in peace.

Weekend of March 6, 2022
Weekly Collection $ 1914.00
Online Collection $ 70.00
Monthly Collection $644.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Today’s first reading opens with a contradiction.
Abram initially expresses complete faith in God’s
promises but soon appears to waver, asking how he
can be certain they will be fulfilled. In earlier
chapters, the Lord assured Abram that he would be
the father of many descendants, who would posses
the land of Canaan. But Abram’s wife Sarai is
barren, rendering God’s promises questionable.
God responds to Abram’s uncertainty with assurance
by founding the promise on a covenant. In ancient
Israel, covenants created familial bonds between two
parties and often stipulated mutual privileges and
responsibilities only for God, not Abram. The
promise is unconditional; God swears it through the
strange ritual described here. Animals for sacrifice
were cut in half; the blood shed indicated the
covenant partners would henceforth treat each other
like blood relatives.
Each party to the covenant would pass between the
halves, as if to say, “May the same be done to me if I
break this covenant”. God moves between the
severed animals in the form of fire, a common Old
Testament symbol for his presence. The Lord thus
assures Abram that despite appearance to the
contrary, the promises rest on the firmest
foundation.: God’s unconditional promise, which
deepens their relationship.
In the Gospel, Jesus’ disciples also need reassurance.
Shortly before this passage, Jesus, who was to be
“savior” of all, has told his followers that he will
suffer rejection and execution. On the mountain, a
traditional place of revelation, the disciples receive
their assurance: a dazzling vision of the glory that
will follow Jesus’ passion and a glimpse of the divine
essence Jesus shares with the Father.

Readings for the week of March 13, 2022
Sunday: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Philippians
3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1; Luke 9:28b-36
Monday: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38
Tuesday: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew
20:17-28
Thursday: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31
Friday: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans
4:13, 16-18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or
Luke 2:41-51a

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
2nd Sunday of Lent 2022
In today’s society, “transfiguration” is all the rage. Whether we realize it or not, as a society,
we are very familiar with the word “transfiguration” if we define the word or use the word to
mean a “change or alteration” or as “a transformation of one’s facial features or figure or
one’s appearance in general” either by means of surgery or diet and/or exercise. Every day
we are bombarded with make-up ads telling us we need to be “transfigured,” to change our
looks, our outward appearance, to get rid of wrinkles, age spots or those fine lines. Diet and
exercises programs show us how we can lose weight and improve our bodies. Botox injections or makeover
surgeries, all promise us that we can rearrange, redesign, or change our appearance. We can be “transfigured,”
we can be “transformed” and change the way we look. They even try to attract us as potential clients by
indicating their success with “before” and “after” pictures that demonstrate that we can all be somehow
physically transformed.

While most of us would probably like to change some aspect of our appearance, as Christians, today’s gospel
of “The Transfiguration of Jesus” challenges us to go beyond the physical, to look beyond just skin-deep
changes, no matter how dramatic they may seem to be, to spiritual changes. Changing one’s outward physical
appearance or even one’s external behavior can indeed be impressive, but today’s gospel of “The
Transfiguration of Jesus,” during this Second Sunday of Lent, calls for a change that evolves from, that comes
from within, a “transfiguration” a change of mind, heart and spirit to the will of God in our lives that radiates
outwards toward others. One of the greatest ways to initialize this transfiguration as we continue our “journey
to newness of life the resurrection” is through the exercise of prayer, which is one of the three pillars of Lent.
In Luke’s account of the “Transfiguration,” we are told that Jesus took Peter, James and John up on the
mountain to pray. And while he was praying, his face changed, and his garments became dazzling white. It
was during this time of prayer to his heavenly Father that God’s light, that Jesus’ divinity shown through Him
and the apostles saw the glory of God radiating from Jesus. It was during his prayer that Jesus was
transfigured. The innerness of God came out; it radiated itself to the apostles.
If anyone had a busy schedule, it certainly was Jesus. If anyone had great demands placed upon him, it
certainly was Jesus. If anyone had important work to do, it certainly was Jesus. Yet, as hectic as his life was,
Jesus always found time, Jesus always made time; Jesus always took time to pray. Because he knew how
important and necessary prayer was and is to his ministry, to his life and relationship with his heavenly Father.
What we learn from the example of Jesus is that we all need to take time out of our busy schedules to make
time for prayer. As Jesus tells us, “go to your room, close the door and pray to your Father in secret.” Prayer
is that communication with God, spending time with God in quiet. It was when Jesus was at prayer on the
mountain that he was transformed. Transformation is one of the effects of prayer.
While we are bombarded by ads asking us to transform our bodies, our outward appearance, the
transfiguration of Jesus reminds us during this Lenten season of the true transformation that should occur
within all of us, and that is a change of heart, soul/spirit and mind. As St. Paul tells us “to be more configured
to Christ who is our example and our heard.”
No matter how many physical changes we make to our bodies, the truth of the matter is that we still all get old
and our bodies will change and eventually die. But to be transfigured inwardly by the grace of God will never
get old, it will never decay, and it will never die it will last for all eternity. Prayer will nourish and keep us on
our “journey to newness of life, heading towards the resurrection not only of the Lord’s but also of our own.”
Just a reminder, Confessions are heard every Monday night from 6-7 pm and Stations of the Cross followed
by Benediction are prayed every Friday Night at 7 pm.
P. S. Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Fr. Roy

Second Sunday of Lent
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022
The 2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is now
underway in our parish. Your support of this year’s
Appeal ensures that essential charitable, educational,
and pastoral ministries of the Archdiocese of Hartford
are carried forward.
For the sixth year in a row, in 2021, the
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal Vicariate Outreach
Program provided over $1,000,000 to over 180
local organizations in Hartford, Litchfield and
New Haven counties.
Organizations such as Leeway, Christian
Community Action and Saint Gianna
Pregnancy Center right here in our own town
received funding from the Appeal’s Vicariate
Outreach Program that makes a difference in
serving our neighbors.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes outlined
in the Appeal literature, which can be found at https://
archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/. No Appeal funds
are ever used for legal fees or settlements.
Please respond generously.

FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the

rectory entrance to receive donations of nonperishable foods that are brought to various nonprofit agencies and families in need in the New
Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE
OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of
these items are appreciated greatly by those who
receive them. Please consider bringing one or two
non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

March 13, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Let us Pray Together for
Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may
they continue to defend the
dignity of all human life with
prayer and action.

LENTEN SCHEDULE 2022
On Wednesdays during Lent, we will have a
12:10 Mass.
In an effort for continual change and renewal of
one’s heart, the Sacrament of Reconciliation
or Confession will be offered every Monday
Evening during Lent from 6 to 7 pm.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND
BENIDICTION WILL BE PRAYED
EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AT
ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH AT 7:00 PM.

Question of the Week
What change do I need to make in my life to be
transfigured to a new self, one who more closely
follows the Lord?

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish
Life tab.

Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

