Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 7, 2021

Saturday, November 6th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Beatrice Boylan, req. by Beverly
McClure
Sunday, November 7th, 32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, November 8th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. – Andrew Gargano, req. by family
Tuesday, November 9th, Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica
8:00 a.m. - Nancy Valenti, req. by niece
Ann Donarumo
Wednesday, November 10th, St. Leo the Great
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, November 11th, St. Martin of Tours
8:00 a.m.–
Friday, November 12th, St. Josaphat
8:00 a.m. Saturday, November 13th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Pasqua & Giuseppe D'Agnelli req. by
Gioiosa family
Sunday, November 14th, 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9:30 a.m. - Deceases Members of St. Trofimena
Society

Sanctuary Lamp

Sunday, November 7, 2021
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish
In remembrance of those who died,
Fred Ferriolo & Angela McKinney
May they rest in peace.
Weekend of October 31, 2021
Weekly Collection $1587.00
Online Collection $110.00
Two Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Monthly Collection
One Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection

“The widow’s mite” would be a suitable headline for
today’s readings. True generosity is portrayed through
the lives of two widows, the most vulnerable people in
society. In the First Reading a widow, in the middle of
a great famine, shares the last of her resources with the
prophet Elijah. Elijah’s trust and encouragement (“Do
not be afraid.”) strengthen her trust in God, and her
generosity in sharing her last meal with Elijah is
rewarded with a supply of food that lasts throughout
the famine.

Today’s Gospel reading opens with Jesus’ remarks
about the scribes, and these provide the context for hat
follows. He is criticizing the Jewish scribes, the legal
experts, for being more interested in receiving honor
form people than serving them.
Jesus singles out the way “they devour the houses of
widows”—a devastating criticism! In contrast to their
selfishness, Jesus observes a widow in the Temple who
provides an authentic example of sacrificial giving.
Jesus draws attention to her putting “two small coins
worth a few cents” into one of the thirteen collection
boxes. Sadly, this translation has lost the beauty of a
long English tradition! Literally, the translations should
read: “a poor widow came and threw in two mites that
make up half a farthing!” The coin referred to here as
“a mite” (from the Greek word, lepton) is the lowest
denomination of a coin that has ever been struck by any
nation in history! And yet she is giving to the treasury
what in fact she could not afford.
Both readings illustrate the genuine self-sacrificing
nature of giving. The widows gave to the extent of
hurting! These acts of self-sacrifice by the poorest and
most vulnerable offer a beautiful foreshadowing of the
genuine self-sacrifice of Jesus, whereby he gave his
very life for our salvation.

Readings for the week of November 7, 2021
Sunday: 1 Kings 17:10-16; Hebrews 9:24-28;
Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
Monday: Wisdom 1:1-7; Luke 17:1-6
Tuesday: Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Corinthians
3:9c-11, 16-17; John 2:13-22
Wednesday: Wisdom 6:1-11; Luke 17:11-19
Thursday: Wisdom 7:22b—8:1; Luke 17:20-25
Friday: Wisdom 13:1-9; Luke 17:26-37
Saturday: Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Luke
18:1-8

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
Last week, I spoke about how our sacrifices and prayers can help our deceased loved ones, especially
during this month of November, which is traditionally called the “Month of All Souls.”
One of the sources that the Church uses in support of this belief, “praying for the dead and offering
sacrifices for them” can be found in the Second Book of Maccabees, which is located in the Old
Testament, wherein we read in chapter 12, verse 38 and the following, how Judas Maccabees and his army,
during the Maccabean Wars, went to the city of Adullam to engage their enemy in battle. After fighting a
battle, as Judas and his men were gathering up the bodies of their fallen comrades in arms, those who had
died in battle to “bury them with their kinsmen in their ancestral tomb.” As Judas and his men were doing
this, he noticed that under the tunic of those who were killed in battle that each of them were wearing an
amulet that was sacred to the Idols of Jamnia which was a grave no, no. This was a grave transgression, a
grave sin against the Jewish Law. For us as Catholic this would be equivalent to a grave mortal sin. For
the Jewish Law strictly forbad any Jew from wearing such an amulet or medal because it was accounted as
a grave sin of idolatry; giving worship and honor to pagan gods. As the First Commandment clearly states,
“I am the Lord your God, Thou shall not have false and/or strange gods before me!” Thus, it became
apparent to Judas that because of their sin of idolatry, their sin of wearing this pagan amulet, this was the
reason why these men had been slain, had lost their lives in battle. But it doesn’t end there.
As we read on in the Second Book of Maccabees, we see how Judas and his men in order to atone for and
to make up for, to make reparation for this grave sin against their faith and God, we are told that Judas and
his men “turned to supplication, (intercessory prayer) they prayed to God on behalf of these fallen men that
this sinful deed might be fully blotted out” that these deceased might receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Judas Maccabees than “took up a collection for those who had died in battle and sent the money to
Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice.” In providing this expiratory sacrifice to be offered on
behalf of the sin of the fallen, to make reparation for their sin, and by doing this we are told that “in doing
this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view;
for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them
in death. But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in
godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed
from this sin.”
While the Church does set a side this special month, the month of November, once a year for us to
remember and pray for our faithfully departed brothers and sisters, in reality by virtues of our spiritual
connectedness to and in Jesus Christ, who is our Head and of whom we are his body, the Church, we
should always remember and pray for our family and loved ones, relatives, friends, the souls in purgatory
and those who have no one to pray for them, in other word to remember all those who have died every day
in our daily prayers. Because of our spiritual connectedness in Christ Jesus who is our High Priest every
time Mass is offered, we not only always pray for each other, the living but also, we always pray for and
remember in a special way our deceased brothers and sisters, all those who have gone before us marked
with the sign of faith.
As we pray in the Funeral Liturgy:
“Eternal rest grant to them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and the souls
of all the faithfully departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.”
Fr. Roy

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 7, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis

This weekend we are distributing grocery bags with a
list of items to be returned the next two weekends for
our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.
Following the 9:30 Mass Sunday, November 22nd, we
will need volunteers to sort the food and prepare the
baskets.

MASS BOOK
PER ORDER OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD
THE MASS BOOK FOR 2022 IS
CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
A NOTICE WILL BE PLACE IN THE
BULLETIN AS TO WHEN THE
MASS BOOK WILL BE OPEN.

Blessed be Jesus Christ, the only
Savior of the world, together with
this immense flowering of saintly
men and women who populate the
earth and who have made their life a
hymn to God.
Thirty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time
November 7, 2021
Oil and time: light and patience – requirements for
discipleship. Keep your eyes open! Stay awake! The
Lord can return at any time. In time, you will see what
you are called to do. If you are being called to
priesthood or religious life, contact Fr. Michael
Casey, Director of Vocations, Archdiocesan Pastoral
Center,
Tel.
860-761-7456,
e-mail
vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at
www.hartfordpriest.com.

Question of the Week
What can I give that demonstrates my acceptance of
Jesus’ challenge to his disciples, to give without
reservation?

On Line Giving
The ABCs of Annulment”
Sponsored by the Metropolitan Tribunal Bloomfield
“Father Philip Schulze, Pastor of Saint Margaret Parish,
24 Academy Street, Madison, Connecticut, in
collaboration with Father George Mukuka, the Judicial
Vicar of the
Metropolitan Tribunal in Bloomfield,
Connecticut, will host “The ABCs of Annulment” on
Saturday of January 22, 2022, from 10 am to 12:00 pm,
in the Church Hall at the address above.

Updates of the process initiated by Pope Francis as well
as those made in the Archdiocese of Hartford will be
presented by Br. Larry Lussier CSC, and Jim Tottenham.
Follow-up Annulment Workshops to help participants
write their applications will be held at the same address
on Saturday January 29th, and February 12th and 19th,
from 10 am to 12:00 pm. Br. Larry, Jim Tottenham, and
other members of the Annulment Team, will be present
for the Workshops.
The “ABCs of Annulment” event is open to all at no cost.
Participants will receive a folder with the required printed
materials. No registration is required. For further
information call Br. Larry @ 475-221-8464 or email him
at brolarlus300@gmail.com.

Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in many
ways, even financially, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the parishioners
of St. Michaels’s Church who have remembered St.
Michael financially by mailing or dropping off your
weekly envelopes. We now offer on-line giving through
our website, StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the
Parish Life tab.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

The Thirty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
National Vocations Awareness Week
The Catholic Church in the United States will
celebrate the 45th annual National Vocation
Awareness Week from November 7-13, 2021.
During this week, dioceses across the United States
will hold events to foster an appreciation for
vocations and pray specifically for those discerning a
call to ordained ministry and consecrated life.
In his message for the 58th annual World Day of
Prayer for Vocations, Pope Francis offered St.
Joseph, the foster father of Jesus, as a model for
vocational discernment. “Amid all these upheavals,
[St. Joseph] found the courage to follow God’s will.
So too in a vocation: God’s call always urges us to
take a first step, to give ourselves, to press forward.
There can be no faith without risk. Only by
abandoning ourselves confidently to grace, setting
aside our own programs and comforts, can we truly
say “yes” to God,” he said, and exhorted the Church
to look to St. Joseph as an “outstanding example of
acceptance of God’s plans.”
Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy
priests, deacons, and consecrated men and women.
May they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by
our faith community, and respond generously to
God's gift of vocation.
Prayer for Vocations
God our Father, we thank you
for calling men and women to serve in your
Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit
to help others to respond generously
and courageously to your call. May our
community of faith support vocations of
sacrificial love in our youth and young adults.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
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