Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020

Saturday, December 12th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - James Plano, req. by cousin Sal & Ginny
Sunday, December 13th, 3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. - Pasquale & Maria DiPaola & Linda
Saracco, req. by children, Saracco, Festa & Landolfi
family
Monday, December 14th, St. John of the Cross
8:00 a.m. - Raffaela, Nicholas & Bart DeMayo, req.
by Agnellino family
Tuesday, December 15th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Wednesday, December 16th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, December 17th, Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Andrew C. Porto, req. by wife
Friday, December 18th, Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Baby Jesus, req. by Gioiosa family
Saturday, December 19th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Edward, Anna, Rocco & Joseph Candela,
req. by family
Sunday, December 20th, 4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. - Frank Florenzano, req. by wife Mary &
daughters Ann & Lori

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, December 13, 2020
In Memory of
Frank Florenzano
In remembrance of those who died,
Salvatore Mauriello & Vincent Mase
May they rest in peace.
Weekend of December 6, 2020
Weekly Collection $1437.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
Retired Religious
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Catholic Christians traditionally call this “Gaudete
Sunday” (Latin gaudere, “to rejoice,” from the Entrance
Antiphon) to stress the joy of anticipating the Lord’s coming.
Today texts express the joy of the watcher who heralds the
dawn while standing between darkness and light.
The prophet of the school of Isaiah was one returning from
exile in Babylon. Our passage appears in a magnificent series
of salvation proclamations that bolstered the courage of the
exiles. The prophet exults in his call as bearer of God’s good
tidings: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord …for God has
clothed me with garments of salvation.”
New Testament readers know this text from the time Jesus
stood in his home synagogue at Nazareth announcing his
messianic mission. Here on Gaudete Sunday, it characterizes
John the Baptist’s joy as the herald of Christ.
John is a dour man in a camel-hair tunic who eats a ghastly
diet foraged from the wilderness. But a distance joy infuses
the New Testament texts about him, springing from his
privileged position as forerunner and friend of Jesus. His
mother Elizabeth hears the greeting of Mary and says, “the
child in my womb leaped for joy.” In the fourth Gospel
account, John came “to testify to the light”, saw Christ’s
glory, “full of grace and truth,” and cried out in witness his
majesty. Later, when Jesus first came to him, John
exclaimed, “Here is the Lamb of God.” He then surrendered
his disciples to Jesus and described his joy with a vivid
metaphor: “The best man rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s
voice. So, this joy of mine has been made complete. He must
increase; but I must decrease.” This is the joy in the Isaiah
text applied to John today, all the more striking for the
contrast between the prophet’s “garments of salvation” and
John’s rough clothing.
Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians strongly anticipates the
Lord’s coming, while also reminding readers to “rejoice
always.” How would you describe the character of joy in a
time of waiting?

Readings for the week of December 13, 2020
Sunday: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; Luke 1:46-48,
49-50, 51-54 [Isaiah 61:10b]; 1 Thessalonians
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday: Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:
23-27
Tuesday: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:
28-32
Wednesday: Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke
7:18b-23
Thursday: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17
Friday: Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25
Saturday: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25

Third Sunday of Advent
St. Michael Church
2020
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 20th
9:30 a.m.
Vigil Solemnity of Christmas
Thursday, December 24th
4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass
Friday, December 25th
Solemnity of Christmas
9:30 a.m. Mass

Question of the Week
When and where do I recognize the presence of
the Lord in the world?

MASS BOOK
The Mass Book is now open for all registered
parishioners for 2021. Weekend, weekday masses and
Sanctuary candles are available. Come to the rectory
from 9:30am – 12:00 noon Monday thru Friday, or call
the Rectory at 203-562-7178 to book your masses.
Two weekend Masses per family are allowed until
January 1, 2021 as per our custom.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of booking.

Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are
appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

December 13, 2020
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Conversion is a grace that we need
to forcefully ask God for. We are
converted to the degree in which
we open ourselves up to the beauty,
the goodness, the tenderness of
God. Thus let us leave what is false
and fleeting for what is true,
beautiful and everlasting.
VOCATION REFLECTIONS
Dec. 13th – Third Sunday of Advent
We see John the Baptist as the one who leads us to
Jesus. He came to testify to the light. Rejoice; never
cease praying. Rejoice as we continue to await
joyfully the Lord’s return. Let us never cease praying
for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and
religious life. If you are considering a life of prayer as
a priest or religious, call Fr. Michael Casey, Director
of Vocations, Pastoral Center, Tel 860-761-7456,
e-mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at
www.hartfordpriest.com.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to express
my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the
parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who have
remembered St. Michael financially by mailing or
dropping off your weekly envelopes. We now offer
on-line giving through our website, StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish Life tab.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Let us remember our loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Christmas.
In memory of:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
(Please print names clearly)
By: __________________________________
Amt. Enclosed __________________________
A donation of $10.00 per name is requested in order
to be listed in a post Christmas bulletin.
Please return the completed form and place it in any
Sunday collection with the offering or use the
envelope in your packet. Thank you.

