Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021

Saturday, March 6th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Norma Bailey, req. by Lena Onofrio
Sunday, March 7th, 3rd Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, March 8th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Tuesday, March 9th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 10th, Lenten Weekday
12:10 p.m. - Norma Bailey, req. by Gioiosa family
Thursday, March 11th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m.– Mary Donarumo, req. by daughter Ann
Friday, March 12th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 13th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Andrew & Philomena Esposito, req. by
Anne & Rocco Candela & family
Sunday, March 14th, 4th Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - San Antonio Abate, req. by Devotees

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 7, 2021
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

In remembrance of those who died,
Ann Buglione & Alice Hamel

May they rest in peace.

We commonly learn, read, and follow the Ten
commandments out of context. Whether in a religious
education session or in a courtroom wall, they often stand
-alone like a timeless, universal statement of perfect
morality. But the Bible places them firmly in their context
within the story of Israel. In Exodus 3, God tells Moses
that his is coming to deliver Israel form their oppressors.
Exodus 4-11 narrates the struggle between Moses and the
pharaoh before the deliverance. The first Passover
celebration comes in chapters 12-13. The spectacular
rescue from the Egyptians and its aftermath appears in
Exodus 14-15, and the events of the journey to Mount
Sinai, including the first manna and the water from the
rock, happen in chapters 16-18. Finally, in Exodus 19, the
people reach Sinai, where god tells them through Moses,
“You have seen. . . how I bore you up on eagle wings and
brought you here to myself. Therefore, if you hearken to
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my special
possession, dearer to me than all other people, though all
the earth is mine. You shall be to me a kingdom of
priests, a holy nation.” Then follows in chapter 20 the text
we read today.
The proper setting for understanding the Decalogue is the
mighty act of salvation and the covenant that god
established as its result. Its Ten Commandments
presuppose that one is already participating in the
covenant. People obey out of love, faithfulness, and
gratitude. The very first commandment emphasizes the
context of salvation: “I, the Lord, am your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt . . . You shall not
have other gods beside me.”
Moses sealed the people’s participation in the covenant
by sprinkling them with the “blood of the covenant”.
Jesus renewed that as “my blood of t the covenant which
will be shed for many”. For Christians, the context for
understanding and obeying is the Paschal Mystery of our
Lord, who through the Eucharist gives us the wisdom and
power to obey.

Readings for the week of March 7, 2021
Weekend of February 28, 2021
Weekly Collection $1167.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
One Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection

Sunday: Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; 1
Corinthians 1:22-25; John 2:13-25 or Exodus 17:
3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 or4:5-15,
19b-26, 39a, 40-42
Monday: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Luke 4:24-30
Tuesday: Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35
Wednesday: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew
5:17-19
Thursday: Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23
Friday: Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34
Saturday: Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
3rd Sunday of Lent
“Now is the winter of our discontent…” These are the opening words of William Shakespeare’s play Richard
the Third. With so much snow this year, certainly for some of us, this is “the winter of our discontent.”
Some of us have had our fill of winter and just can’t wait for spring. But for a person like myself who loves
the snow it is not a “winter of discontent.” “Discontent or not” believe it or not, spring is just around the
corner just three weeks away. That is right! I said, “Spring is three weeks away” at least according to the
calendar. Maybe someone should inform Mother Nature! And yet, while are we all still immersed in the
cold and dead of winter, the promise of the coming of spring with its resurgence of nature into new life
means that all creation is, “journeying to newness of life.” That the earth will burst forth with newness
of life and all will be created a new.
In the gospel for this Third Sunday of Lent, we are told how Jesus drove out of “the temple area those who
sold oxen, sheep and doves, as well as money changers…” saying as he did so, “Take these out of here and
stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” At this, the Jews answered and said to him, ‘What sign can
you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will
raise it up.’” In saying this, Jesus was not, as the Jews thought, referring to the physical temple, the building
which took forty-six years to build, but rather we are told that “he was speaking about the temple of his
body.” That through his bodily suffering, death, and resurrection Jesus would forever destroy the old order
of sin and death which had dominion over our lives and rebuild us and all creation into something
completely new and different, a new creation which leads to the forgiveness of sin and to eternal life. As St.
John tells us in the Book of Revelation, “He saw a new heaven and a new earth…the old order had passed
away all was made new.” Rev. 21:1
When we decide to refurbish something, be as a house, antique car, piece of furniture, to restore it or to
make it like new again, we get rid of the old and replace it with something that is new. For instance, if we
decide to refinish a piece of furniture, we strip off the old varnish or paint, in a sense destroying its outer
look, it outer shell, getting rid of the old and replacing it with a new coat of varnish or paint. It gains a
whole new appearance, a whole new life.
In our ‘journey to newness of life’, in our continued journey to spiritual renewal, we are reminded that we
too have to “destroy”, to get rid of, strip off certain behaviors, attitudes, bad habits, sins which are
destructive to our spiritual life and our relationship not only with God, but also with our brothers and
sisters. We need to rebuild ourselves, replace these behaviors with new ways of acting, thinking and being
that will spiritually raise us to the new life in and with the Lord Jesus. We are challenged to tear down the
old and rebuild it, replace it with something new.
As living temples of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ answer, “destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up”
challenges us to cleanse ourselves of all that is not of God and to rise to a new spiritual way of life. As St.
Paul reminds us in First Corinthians “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit…English
Standard Version

Fr. Roy

3rd Sunday of Lent
LENT 2021

“Return to the Lord with all your heart”
(Joel 2:12)
Lenten Daily Mass
8:00 AM on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
12:10 PM Mass on Wednesday.
Stations of the Cross and Benediction
Friday – 7:00 PM

Question of the Week
How do I profane the temple of the Holy Spirit
within me? Within others?

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church
who have remembered St. Michael financially
by mailing or dropping off your weekly
envelopes. We now offer on-line giving through
our website, StMichaelWoosterSquare.org,
under the Parish Life tab.

Easter Flowers
Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.
List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME
In memory of: ____________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________
Telephone number: ________________________

March 7, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
All of us are specialists in
crucifying others to save
ourselves. Jesus, instead,
allowed himself to be crucified,
to teach us not to shift evil onto
others.

VOCATION REFLECTIONS
March 7, 2021: Third Sunday of Lent

God gave His people commandments to follow, a
way of life, thus imparting His wisdom to the
simple. Moreover, He so loved the world that He
gave us His Son so that all might have eternal life.
Are you following God’s way? Is He calling you to
proclaim the Good News as a priest or deacon, or in
religious life? Come and see. Call Father Michael
Casey, Director of Vocations, 860-761-7456, or visit
www.hartfordpriest.com.

Food Bank – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods
that are brought to the Saint Ann Church Food Bank
in Hamden. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

Help Stop State Sponsored
Suicide
The Connecticut General Assembly is
considering legalizing a form of suicide in our
state commonly referred to as "aid-in-dying" or
"physician-assisted suicide". The legislation is
House Bill 6425 "An Act Concerning Aid in
Dying for Terminally Ill Patients".
Modern hospice care and the proper use of
pain medications render suicide unnecessary,
and we need to be mindful of the threat that a
suicide mentality poses to vulnerable people
and to people with disabilities
Many people believe that a physician is
deeply involved in this process. This not true.
The physician orders the mixture of
medications, the patient must then orally
consume the deadly cocktail of drugs without
assistance. Many times without even a
physician or nurse present.
We should never allow legislators to
establish suicide as a solution to medical
issues.
Catholic teaching condemns physician-assisted
suicide because it, like murder, involves taking
an innocent human life:
Suicide is always as morally objectionable as
murder. The Church's tradition has always rejected it as a
gravely evil choice: To concur with the intention of
another person to commit suicide and to help in carrying
it out through so-called "assisted suicide" means to
cooperate in, and at times to be the actual perpetrator
of, an injustice which can never be excused, even if it is
requested. Saint Augustine writes that "it is never licit to
kill another: even if he should wish it.” True "compassion"
leads to sharing another's pain; it does not kill the person
whose suffering we cannot bear. (John Paul II, The
Gospel of Life, no. 66).

TAKE ACTION:

Go to the website below, read more on the
issue and then sign the petition to stop the
legalization of assisted suicide in Connecticut

www.ctstopsuicide.org

