Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
(only during Lent at 12:10 pm)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 pm to 3:30 pm and
Monday Evenings during Lent from 6 pm to 7 pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Third Sunday of Lent
March 20, 2022

Saturday, March 19th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Giuseppe, & Pasqua D’Agnelli, req. by
Gioiosa family
Sunday, March 20th, Third Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Deceased Members of Borelli &
Anastasio families
Monday, March 21st, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Tuesday, March 22nd, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Judith Minichino 77th birthday & death
remembrance, req. by Anna Minichino
Wednesday, March 23rd, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
12:10 p.m. - Louis Onofrio, req. by Mary Florenzano
Thursday, March 24th, St. Oscar Romero
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, March 25th, Annunciation of the Lord
8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 26th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Philip & Catherine Santore, req. by Rich &
Esther Ezold
Sunday, March 27th, Fourth Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Antonio & Caterina Valentino, req. by
Gioiosa family

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 20, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Exodus indicates that despite any appearances to the
contrary Israel’s God continues to act in the people’s
lives. In last Sunday's Scriptures, God’s promises to
Abram (that his descendants would become a great
nation and inherit the promised land) seemed
threatened. The Israelites were enslaved in Egypt,
after all. But a faithful God established a covenant to
fulfill those promises.
God assures Moses that the divine plan will continue
to unfold, asserting. “I have come down to rescue
them.” In revealing the divine name “I AM,” God
offers a relationship of intimacy to Moses and the
Israelites. By identifying this self-revelation with
“the God of your fathers,” the Lord once again takes
the initiative, offering mercy and protection and
promising Israel that God’s promises will never fail
them.
The second reading and Gospel point out that God
expects the proper response from a covenant people.
Paul, recalling the desert journey of his ancestors,
remarks that some of them did not rely on God with
confidence. Even after deliverance from slavery, they
expected complete and immediate fulfillment,
doubting and grumbling. As a result, they did not
reach the promised land. “These things,” the apostle
warns, “happened as examples for us.”

In an effort for continual change and renewal of one’s
heart, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession
will be offered every Monday Evening during Lent
from 6 to 7 pm.

Luke also focuses on the need for human cooperation
with a saving God, in the form of repentance. In the
Bible, “to repent” calls for much more than words of
regret or sorrow for sin. True repentance requires
action, a complete turning away from sin and
returning to God. Jesus indicates that the God who
offers new life demonstrates great patience in waiting
for and aiding our return. But ultimately, no response
yields no fruit: God cannot bring us to resurrection
unless we cooperate with acts of true repentance.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND BENIDICTION
WILL BE PRAYED EVERY FRIDAY DURING
LENT AT ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH AT 7:00 PM.

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022

LENTEN SCHEDULE 2022
On Wednesdays during Lent, we will have a 12:10
Mass.

Weekend of March 13, 2022
Weekly Collection $ 1363.00
Online Collection $ 95.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Catholic Relief

Sunday: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians
10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9
Monday: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Luke 4:24-30
Tuesday: Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35
Wednesday: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew
5:17-19
Thursday: Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23
Friday: Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10;
Luke 1:26-38
Saturday: Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
Third Sunday of Lent
On Ash Wednesday, we began our Lenten Journey of 40 days of prayer, fasting and almsgiving to
help us to prepare for, to lead up to, and to culminate in the great and saving mysteries of our faith
– none other than the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It is in and
thorough this great act of love wherein we are reconciled to God our Father and to one another,
wherein we find forgiveness of sin and hope of new life. And it is precisely because of this reconciliation that Jesus
would gain for us by his suffering, death and resurrection that throughout his whole ministry, Jesus constantly
challenged people to examine their lives and to get rid of those things in their lives that were not of God. He
constantly challenged them to “repent and believe in the gospel,” turning their hearts evermore towards God.
In today’s gospel, when people were talking to Jesus about tragedies and accidents that befell and kill certain people,
Jesus once again reminds his listeners that just because these tragedies befell these people it does not necessarily
mean that they were greater sinners or more guilty of sin than anyone else. Jesus tells then twice, “But I tell you, if
you do not repent, you will all perish as they did.”
So important is repentance in the gospels that before Jesus granted a person a physical healing, he would heal their
souls by telling them that their “sins are forgiven.” He knew that sin was a greater illness that afflicts us.
If Jesus’ call to salvation involves the changing of one’s heart, repentance, then it would only make sense that Jesus
would give us a means by which we could express our repentance and sorrow for sin and a way to turn our hearts
back to God. This he has done by giving us the sacrament of reconciliation or confession. Jesus considered this
sacrament so important to our spiritual help and salvation that he gave it to us on the very night he rose from the
dead, Easter Sunday. If the whole purpose of Jesus’ coming – his suffering, death, and resurrection – was to save us
from sin and death, this was accomplished by his passion and death. Through his death, sin was atoned for in order
that our sin, sins could be forgiven. When we look at the sequence of these events, it just makes sense that this would
be one of the first and most important of the sacraments that Jesus would give us after his resurrection from the dead.
But Jesus also knew that we as a people need to hear certain things in our lives, like “Honey, I love you.” “I forgive
you.” “I am sorry!” Did Jesus just mean for people in his time to hear his words of healing, peace and forgiveness
when he said to them “go in peace, your sins are forgiven”? The obvious answer is “No!” He meant it for all of us to
hear, and that is why he gave the apostles, on that first Easter Night, the power to forgive sin when “he breathed on
them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are
retained.’”
To illustrate this point, I’d like to use an analogy from the book The Faith of Millions, by Rev. John A. O’Brien,
published by Our Sunday Visitor in 1974. I tell people that, as a person, I do not possess the power or the authority to
make or proclaim myself ambassador to, say, Canada. I cannot give it to myself no matter how much I want to be
ambassador. But if President Biden, who has that authority, calls me and says to me, “Robert, by the power and
authority invested in me I have decided to make and declare you ambassador to Canada. You will have the authority
to represent the USA in certain diplomatic instances” then I have that authority. So it is the same with the sacrament
of reconciliation. Only God can forgive sins, but if that authority is granted to us as priest by one who has the power
to forgive sin, by Jesus himself as we are told in John’s Gospel, then that authority is given to us. So when the priest
says the words of absolution “…and I absolve you from your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit” then we can be sure that our sins are forgiven and go in peace because it is the priest, acting in the
person of Jesus, who forgives and absolves.
When all is said and done, the sacrament of reconciliation provides us with a great opportunity to examine our
relationship not only with God, but also with others and ourselves because if we are truly honest with ourselves we
readily know that there are times in our lives when we do not always love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind,
soul and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. The sacrament of reconciliation helps us to start over again, to put
things right and straight again in our lives.
In today’s gospel, The Parable of the Fig Tree reminds us of the reality of our own need of repentance in order that
we might bear spiritual fruit, fruit that will last unto eternity.

Fr. Roy

Third Sunday of Lent
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022
It is important that when you give to any
charitable organization, you are confident that the
funds received are being used wisely. Be assured
that your gift to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
supports the ministries and programs indicated in
the 2022 Appeal literature! Organizations such as
Christian Community Action, St. Gianna
Pregnancy Center and Columbus House right
here in our own town received funding from the
Appeal’s Vicariate Outreach Program that makes
a difference in the lives of our local neighbors.
Please
visit
the
Appeal
website
at
www.archdioceseofhartford.org to learn more and
make your gift today.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be
found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/.
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or
settlements.
Please respond generously.

March 20, 2022
Palm Cross Order Form

Name:_______________________________
Phone #: ______________________________
Quantity
_____ Small
_____ Medium
_____ Large
Boutonniere

Subtotals
@ $ 5 ________________
@ $ 8 ________________
@ $ 10 ________________
@ $ 1 ________________

Total enclosed $______________
For more information call:
Jean Quartiano at (203) 467-7742
Peggy Cummings at (203) 859-8264

Question of the Week
What will I do this week to bear fruit, to show that
God’s patience in me is justified?

Easter Flowers
Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.
List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME
In memory of: ____________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________
Telephone number: ________________________

