Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

Saturday, December 18th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Lucia & Dominic Migliaro, req. by
daughter Carmel Suntino Trapanotto & grandson
Raymond Suntino
Sunday, December 19th, Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. - Stephen Christopher Sanseverino, req. by
mom & dad
Monday, December 20th, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. – Edward, Rocco, Joseph & Anna Candela,
req. family
Tuesday, December 21st, St. Peter Canisius
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 22nd, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.. - NO MASS
Thursday, December 23rd, St. John of Canty
8:00 a.m.– Souls of Borelli & Anastasio Family
Friday, December 24th, Advent Weekday
4:00 p.m. - Norma Bailey, req. by Phil, Nicole, Gabriella & Nicholas Simone
Saturday, December 25th, Nativity of the Lord
9:30 a.m. Sunday, December 26th, Feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9:30 a.m. - Philip & Catherine Santore, req. by Rich
& Esther Ezold

Sanctuary Lamp

Sunday, December 19, 2021
In Memory of
Nancy Valenti

In remembrance of those who died,
Vincent Donarumo & Natalie DeMartino
May they rest in peace.

Weekend of December 12, 2021
Weekly Collection $1296.00
Online Collection $90.00
Two Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Christmas & Christmas Gift
One Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection

As the Church’s celebration of Christ’s coming in history
draws near, our Scriptures once again speak in the voice of a
prophet, who speaks God’s Word. The prophet and his
message are especially appropriate in the relation to Luke,
whose account of the Good News we read this liturgical
year.
Luke, a Greek, wrote for a Gentile Christian community
from the nations, a group the Old Testament commonly
assumed to lie outside the realm of God’s saving activity.
This Gentile evangelist therefore presents Christ as Savior
for all people, especially those normally viewed and treated
as marginalized or outcast, including the poor and the sick,
women, sinners and Gentiles.
It is appropriate, then, that the first reading comes form
Micah, described as one of the minor prophets. Micah looks
forward to a future king who will be true to the Israelites
ideal of leadership: one who rules like God, in the power of
God. Further, Micah envisions this true shepherd’s work as
bringing peace to all, reaching “to the ends of the earth.”
Strangely, this great ruler’s origin will lie in a tiny town and
insignificant clan. Micas, well aware that Israelite traditions
considered Bethlehem the home of King David, offers a
theme common in the Old Testament: God can, and often
does, use the smallest, even the most despised, to fulfill the
divine plan for salvation.
Luke presents a similar motif: his two major figures are
women, who enjoyed a little power or status in the
patriarchal culture of the first century. Even more unlikely, a
young woman pregnant by far-from-normal means meets
and old woman pregnant in similarly “impossible” fashion.
Yet both rejoice in God’s Spirit at work in them for the
salvation for all.

Readings for the week of December 19, 2021
Sunday: Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke
1:39-45
Monday: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke
1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5,
6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]; Luke 1:46-56
Thursday: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66
Friday: Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Luke 1:67-79
Saturday: Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25.
Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14.
Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20.
Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 or
1:1-5, 9-14

Fourth Sunday of Advent
2021
As we enter the last week of Advent, the church focuses our attention on
the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas. So, on this past Friday,
December 17th, until Thursday, December 23rd the church recites and
sings the “O Antiphons” in the divine office and in the alleluia verse
before the gospel. They are called the “O Antiphons” or the “Great O’s”
because every invocation begins with the letter “O”. Set to Gregorian
melodies, these antiphons with their chants invoke the coming of Christ
by applying appropriate titles given to him as derived from Old Testament
prophesies and close with a specific petition for him to come.
The following is from “The Great “O” Antiphons of Advent from crossroadsinitiative.com
“Saying the O Antiphons as a family, whether during grace at meals, in front of the manger scene, or in front
of the Christmas tree, is a wonderful Advent devotion. To make this devotion even more fruitful, read and
meditate together on the Scripture texts on which the antiphons are based.”
December 17th: O Sapientia (Is. 11:2-3; 28:29): "O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most
High. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong yet gentle manner. O come to teach us the
way of truth."
December 18th: O Adonai (Is. 11:4-5; 33:22): "O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses in a
burning bush and you gave him the Law on Sinai. O come and save us with your mighty power."

December 19th: O Radix Jesse (Is. 11:1, 10): "O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the nations; kings fall
silent before you whom the peoples acclaim. O come to deliver us, and do not delay."
December 20th: O Clavis David (Is. 9:6; 22:22): "O key of David and scepter of Israel, what you open no one
else can close again; what you close no one can open. O come to lead the captive from prison; free those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death."
December 21st: O Oriens (Is. 9:1): "O Rising Sun, you are the splendor of eternal light and the sun of justice.
O come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death."
December 22nd: O Rex Gentium (Is. 2:4; 9:5): "O King whom all the people’s desire, you are the cornerstone
which makes all one. O come and save man whom you made from clay."
December 23rd: O Emmanuel (Is. 7:14): "O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the One whom the peoples await and their Savior. O come and save us, Lord, our God." from crossroadsinitiative.com 1
1

The Great "O" Antiphons of Advent

www.enterthenarrowgate.org/documents/The%20Great%20O%20Antiphons

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021

MASS BOOK

From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis

The Mass Book for 2022 is now open
Masses can be booked from
Jan 1, 2022 thru June 30, 2022.

Life is a time for making decisive,
eternal choices. Trivial choices lead
to a trivial life; great choices to a life
of greatness. In fact, we become what
we choose. If we choose God, we
grow daily in his love, and if we
choose to love others, we find
true happiness.

Come to the rectory from 9:00am – 12:30 p.m.
Monday thru
Friday, or call the Rectory at 203562-7178 to book your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.
‘Giving Tree’

2021
Our Annual Advent Giving Tree is already up.
We will be collecting gifts cards of no more than
$25.00 for the residents of Leeway.
We ask that you return your gifts cards with the
person’s name on each gift card and place them
with the ‘ornament’. This will enable easy
distribution. All gifts cards need to be dropped
off at the church no later than Sunday, December
19.

Question of the Week
Whom can I visit this Christmas season, bearing Christ and
bringing joy, whom I hadn’t planned to see?

FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the rectory
entrance to receive donations of non-perishable foods that
are brought to various non-profit agencies and families in
need in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT
INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your
donation of these items are appreciated greatly by those
who receive them. Please consider bringing one or two
non-perishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

If you have any questions please contact the
rectory at 203-562-7178.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Let us remember our loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Christmas.

St. Michael Church
2021
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 19th
9:30 a.m.
Vigil Solemnity of Christmas
Friday, December 24th
4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass
Saturday, December 25th
Solemnity of Christmas
9:30 a.m. Mass

In memory of:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
(Please print names clearly)
By: ________________________________________
Amt. Enclosed __________________________

A donation of $10.00 per name is requested in order
to be listed in a post Christmas bulletin. Please
return the completed form and place it in any
Saturday and/or Sunday collection with the offering
or use the envelope in your packet. Thank you.

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
St. Francis is credited for making the first Nativity
scene. He call it a “crèche,” which is the French
word for cradle. In order to get a better physical and
spiritual sense of the birth of Jesus in the stable of
Bethlehem, Francis created the first crèche using
real people, a real manger, a real ox and ass, and
real shepherds.
The Incarnation – Christmas – was a key component
in the spirituality of Francis. He wanted to celebrate
the Incarnation, God becoming man, becoming one
of us in a special way. He wanted to do something
that would help people remember the Christ Child
and how He was born in Bethlehem.
St. Francis wanted people to see and experience how
He lay in a manger with an ox and an ass standing
by – how He lay upon the hay where He had been
placed, who Joseph and Mary looked upon and
shepherds adored.
It was Christmas Eve in the year 1223. At the
appointed time, Franciscan Brothers came to the
new Bethlehem. Men, women, and children from
the area also came to celebrate. The torches they
carried lit up the night as they approached the
crèche. Once again shepherds were walking in the
night to come and adore Him. All were filled with
Joy over the mystery of the Incarnation. And a great
tradition began.
As you look upon your Nativity set, may you
remember and celebrate again God’s love for His
creation. To show His abundant love, mercy, and
forgiveness, He became a person like us. This is
what the crèche symbolizes. The Son of God was
born in time that we may be born into eternity.
Adapted From The Life of St. Francis by Thomas of
Celano
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS
TO ONE AND ALL

On behalf of myself,
Terecita Berrios Rivera
our
parish
secretary,
Kathy Mansi our organist
and Paul DeNegre our
custodian, we would like
to wish all the parishioners
of St. Michael Church and
their families a very Holy
and Blessed Christmas! As Tiny Tim said,
“God bless us everyone!”

Fr. Roy

