Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
(only during Lent at 12:10 pm)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 pm to 3:30 pm and
Monday Evenings during Lent from 6 pm to 7 pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022

Saturday, March 26th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Philip & Catherine Santore, req. by
Rich & Esther Ezold
Sunday, March 27th, Fourth Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Antonio & Caterina Valentino, req. by
Gioiosa family
Monday, March 28th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. – Dominic Scoppetto, req. by Scoppetto
family
Tuesday, March 29th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 30th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
12:10 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael
Parish
Thursday, March 31st, St. Oscar Romero
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, April 1st, Annunciation of the Lord
8:00 a.m. - John Connelly, req. by Scoppetto
family
Saturday, April 2nd Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Alphonse & Alberta Florenzano, rq. by
Florenzano family
Sunday, April 3rd, Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass

In remembrance of those who died,
May they rest in peace.

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 27, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Weekend of March 20, 2022
Weekly Collection $ 1363.00
Online Collection $ 95.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Catholic Relief

The continuing Old Testament story of God’s covenant
relationship with Israel reaches another stage of
fulfillment in today’s first reading. The Israelites
complete their arduous journey through the wilderness,
finally reaching the land promised centuries ago to
Abraham's descendants. In celebrating Passover, they
remember God’s enduring faithfulness despite their
own unfaithfulness. They feast on the “produce of the
land”, no longer needing the heavenly manna; through
God’s compassion, they have passed over from slavery
to freedom.
The second reading speaks of new freedom brought
through Christ. In this new Passover, believers become
“a new creation,” fully reconciled to God through
Christ. St. Paul reminds us that we are called to respond
to God’s saving activity by becoming “ambassadors for
Christ” who continue God’s reconciling work in our
world.
Luke draws a detailed portrait of the height and depth
of reconciling mercy. In Jesus’ parable of a father and
two sons, the father’s unimaginable, extravagant
forgiveness evokes different responses. The younger
son first offends by demanding his inheritance from a
still-living father. He adds insult and shame to the
family when he squanders the money and is reduced to
feeding unclean animals. Even his planned return
spring from self-interest: he is homeless, starving.
The father displays almost mad joy in dashing out to
mee his wayward son. (In Jesus’ time, the head of a
household did not run in public.) Further, the father
showers a boy who has brought him shame and
heartache with sign of favored sonship: fine clothing,
proper footwear, a ring. In response to this extravagant
mercy, the younger son admits his sin with sorrow. But
the seemingly faithful reacts with anger, jealousy, and
bitterness. How do you account for the difference?

Readings for the week of March 27, 2022
Sunday: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Corinthians
5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Monday: Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16
Wednesday: Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30
Thursday: Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47
Friday: Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; John 7:1-2, 10,
25-30
Saturday: Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53

PASTORAL REFLECTION

In today’s gospel from Luke, the Pharisees and the scribes begin to complain about Jesus
because he “welcomes sinners and eats with them.” By their objection to Jesus’ conduct,
it is clear that the Jewish officials do not understand who Jesus is and what he has come to
do that “he has come not to call the self-righteous but sinners.”
As the Son of God, as the Son of a Father who loves us unconditionally, Jesus tells Pharisees and the scribes
the parable of the Prodigal Son. It is a story about a man who has two sons and the younger one asks his
father for his share of the inheritance that should come to him. Even though he had everything he could want
or need under the blessing and protection of his father’s house, somehow this was not enough for the young
man, and he wanted more perhaps a freedom to live his life the way he wanted with no restrictions. Perhaps
he was tired of living under his father’s roof with all its rules and regulations and he was just tired of it all and
wanted out. Wanted to see and experience the world in a new and different way.

We are told that the father “divided up the property and the son was off within a few days.” Notice that the
father did not question the son as to why he wanted the money nor did he try to talk his son out of leaving.
Perhaps, as any good parent knows, it would not have done any good in the first place. As much as the
father’s heart was breaking at his son’s leaving, he perhaps thought it better to let him go in peace than to
argue and have him leave on an angry note. Like many parents, the father knew in order that his son might
come to his senses, the father just let him go knowing that the son would have to learn a lesson the hard way,
and he certainly did. After squandering all his money he found himself in dire straits. He came to his senses
and returned to his father’s house asking for forgiveness.
The principal part of the parable of The Prodigal Son brings out the spiritual reality that we are in many ways
like the first son. Spiritually speaking the church is our father’s house and as God’s children we sometimes
want to have our freedom by going off on our own to live our lives in the way that we choose without the
church interfering with our so called “fun.” And like the father in the parable, our Heavenly Father lets us go
and do our own thing hoping and praying that we will realize that our lives are not in conformity with what
our Heavenly Father wants or desires for us and that we will come to our senses and return to him, by saying
that we are “sorry” especially in the sacrament of reconciliation or confession.
As the returning son was planning to say to his father, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you…” But before the son even got a words out, we are told that the “father caught sight of his son, filled
with compassion ran to him, embraced and kissed him.” So happy and joyful was the father to have his son
back safe and sound that he did not even give him a chance to speak. That is what God; our Heavenly Father
is like with us. When we start to make our way back to him, and even before we get to him, to tell him that
we are “sorry” he runs to greet us and embrace us with his loving and forgiving arms.
During this time of penance and renewal, Lent offers us the opportunity to look at our lives and ask ourselves,
how do I stand before God, my loving Heavenly Father right now? St. Paul reminds us that “we have all
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Maybe we have not completely wonder away from our father’s
house like the Prodigal Son, but perhaps there are times when we wish we could. Jesus also reminds us that
the desires that are in our hearts also count. The end, parable of The Prodigal Son points to the reality of our
own need of reconciliation and forgiveness with God, our Father and with one another.”
During Lent, the sacrament of reconciliation is offered not only on Saturday afternoons from 3-3:30 pm but
also on Monday evenings from 6-7 pm.
Fr. Roy

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Holy Week Schedule

March 27, 2022
Palm Cross Order Form

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
April 10, 2022
Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord
Holy Thursday
April 14, 2022
As I have done, so you must do
7:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Followed by Adoration until 9:00 PM

Good Friday
April 15, 2022
In your hands Lord, I commend my spirit
3:00 PM Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion and Death
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday
Christ our Light – Thanks be to God
Confession, Saturday April 16, 2022
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
NO 4:00 PM Mass
8:00 PM Great Vigil of Easter

Easter Sunday
The Lord is Risen, Alleluia
9:30 AM Solemn Mass of the
Lord’s Resurrection

SAINT ANN SOCIETY

Name:_______________________________
Phone #: ______________________________
Quantity
_____ Small
_____ Medium
_____ Large
_____ Boutonniere

@
@
@
@

Subtotals
$ 5 ____________
$ 8 ____________
$ 10 ____________
$ 1 ____________

Total enclosed $______________
For more information call:
Jean Quartiano at (203) 467-7742
Peggy Cummings at (203) 859-8264

Question of the Week
How have I isolated myself and from whom? On
the other hand, whom can I respond to with
mercy when they return from isolation?

Easter Flowers

St. Ann Society is conducting its annual 2022
membership drive. The Saint Ann Society is an
integral part of Saint Michael Parish. Over its long
history, it has contributed to the spiritual and material
vitality of the parish through its activities such as: the
Saint Ann Novena, the annual harvest dinner,
participation in the Cherry Blossom Festival, and its
support of the parish with an annual financial
contribution.

Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.

We invite all women of Saint Michael Parish to join
the Saint Ann Society. New members will find
information forms for enrollment into the Saint Ann
Society in a red bag located at the main entrance and
in the St Andrew Chapel. Please fill out the form and
place it in the red bag. Dues are $15.00 per year.

_________________________________________

Thank you for your consideration.

Telephone number: ________________________

List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME
In memory of: ____________________________
_________________________________________

_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________

St. Ann Society
“Woman of the Year”
Luncheon Celebration
Honoring
Terri Santillo
May 15, 2022
At
Brazi’s Restaurant
201 Food Terminal Plaza
New Haven, CT
Noon - 3:00 PM
**Tickets will be sold, during the month of
April, before and after Mass on
Saturday's and Sunday's.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022
It is important that when you give to any
charitable organization, you are confident that the
funds received are being used wisely. Be assured
that your gift to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
supports the ministries and programs indicated in
the 2022 Appeal literature! Organizations such as
Christian Community Action, St. Gianna
Pregnancy Center and Columbus House right
here in our own town received funding from the
Appeal’s Vicariate Outreach Program that makes
a difference in the lives of our local neighbors.
Please
visit
the
Appeal
website
at
www.archdioceseofhartford.org to learn more and
make your gift today.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be
found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/.
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or
settlements.
Please respond generously.

