Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Deacon: Norman Singer
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

29 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Solemnity of St. Joseph,
Spouse of the Blessed virgin Mary
Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 21, 2021

Saturday, March 20th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Louis Amendola, req. by Mary
Florenzano
Sunday, March 21st, 5th Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. - Judy Minichino, req. by husband &
family
Monday, March 22nd, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Tuesday, March 23rd, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Alice Hamel, req. by Pat & Kathy
Wednesday, March 24th, Lenten Weekday
12:10 p.m. - In Honor of Antoinette Proto, 84 years,
req. by Frank R. Proto & family
Thursday, March 25th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m.–
Friday, March 26th, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 27th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Louis Amendola, req. by Nick &
Therese Incarnato
Sunday, March 28th, Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Dominic Scoppetto, req. by Scoppetto
family

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, March 21, 2021
In Memory of
Mary Donarumo

The short passage from the Letter to the Hebrews casts
unusual light on Jesus. The Gospel accounts tell us that
Jesus prayed and what he prayed about, but here we read
that Jesus prayed “with loud cries and tears.” John’s account
tells us that Jesus was confident that God heard his prayers,
perhaps because he was God’s Son; here we read that Jesus
“was heard because of his reverence.” The Gospel account
tells us that Jesus remained in constant communion with the
will of God; Here we read that “he learned obedience from
what he suffered.” The Gospel accounts tell us hat Jesus’
baptism he was already “my Son, the beloved” in whom
God was “well pleased,” but here we read that Jesus was
“made perfect.”
The letter’s frank statement that Jesus progressed toward
perfection stands alongside a Christology equal in majesty to
any in the New Testament: This same human Jesus is the
“heir of all things and through whom [God] created the
universe, “the refulgence of [God’s] glory, the very imprint
of [God’s] being,” the one who “sustains all things by his
mighty word.”
This writer grasped what many views of Jesus lack: a clear
understanding of Jesus’ humanity. Human beings develop
over time, feel doubt and pain, do not know their fate, aspire
to achieve. Hebrews makes explicit what the Gospel
accounts imply: Jesus progressed toward God by suffering.
The Jeremiah passage speaks of the new covenant where
rule-keeping cannot pass for true devotion and God will
write God’s law “on their hearts.” Jesus’ moment-bymoment practice of obedience fulfilled that prophecy by
engraving God’s covenant into the human heart forever. He
wrote this inner law on our hearts with the stylus of his
passion.

In remembrance of those who died,

May they rest in peace.

Weekend of March 14, 2021
Weekly Collection $ 1423.00
One Collection This Week
Weekly Collection
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Easter Flowers & Palms

Readings for the week of March 21, 2021
Sunday: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:7-9; John
12:20-33 or Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11;
John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Monday: Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or
13:41c-62; John 8:1-11
Tuesday: Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30
Wednesday: Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Daniel
3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]; John 8:31-42
Thursday: Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10;
Luke 1:26-38
Friday: Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42
Saturday: Ezekiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10,
11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]; John 11:45-56

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
Well, the first official day of spring began today, Saturday, March 20th if you are reading this
bulletin on Saturday or it began yesterday if you are reading this bulletin on Sunday. With the
continuation of the cold weather and its wind chills in the teens, I hope someone has told Mother Nature! Be that as it
may, our thoughts begin to focus on the warmer weather and the longer days to come. With this in mind, our thoughts also
begin to center on our yards, vegetable gardens and or flower beds and the arrangements that will enhance our landscape.
Some garden enthusiasts like to do everything from scratch or seed. Months before the actual planting time, they planted
the seed in special seed nurturing soil, in special seed planting containers or disintegrating pots. As the plant begins to
grow, becoming large enough and of course if the weather cooperates, the whole plant, pot and all, are placed outside to
grow, flourish and produce flowers, vegetables, or fruit. The seed that is planted in soil dies and brings forth new life.
In today’s gospel by John, Jesus responds to his apostles by saying, “…unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever
hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.” In talking about the grain of wheat, Jesus is naturally referring
to and talking about himself. He is that grain of wheat that will freely give up his life, “fall to the ground” and die and be
buried or planted in order that he may produce much fruit. That fruit is none other than the grace of redemption, our
salvation. In laying down his life and rising again, Jesus has produced for us the fruits of grace that we too might “rise to
newness of life.” As we are reminded in our reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, “…and when he was made perfect
through suffering, Jesus became the source of eternal salvation, the source of eternal life for all who obey him.”
It is precisely because “he was made perfect and became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him” that Jesus
gained for us this “rising to newness of life” We are called to “proclaim” by our very lives what God had done for us in
and through his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. By saying, “Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this
world will preserve it for eternal life”, Jesus is challenging us to stop thinking only about ourselves and only the things of
this life to go out to “proclaim the good news to all” God has saved us! The challenges for some of us is to get out of
our comfort zone, stop preserving our lives, and to die to self, and let the “new life in Christ” transform our own
relationship with him in order that we too might bear much fruit to proclaim what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. We
are challenged to go out and proclaim the “Gospel of Joy” to all, for “God so loved the world that he gave [sent] his only
son [into the world] so that everyone who believes in him might not parish but might have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” John 3:14-16
Fr. Roy

Help Stop State Sponsored Suicide
The Connecticut General Assembly is considering legalizing a form of suicide in our state commonly referred to as
"aid-in-dying" or "physician-assisted suicide". The legislation is House Bill 6425 "An Act Concerning Aid in Dying for
Terminally Ill Patients".
Modern hospice care and the proper use of pain medications render suicide unnecessary, and we need to be mindful of
the threat that a suicide mentality poses to vulnerable people and to people with disabilities
Many people believe that a physician is deeply involved in this process. This not true. The physician orders the
mixture of medications, the patient must then orally consume the deadly cocktail of drugs without assistance. Many
times without even a physician or nurse present.
We should never allow legislators to establish suicide as a solution to medical issues.
Catholic teaching condemns physician-assisted suicide because it, like murder, involves taking an innocent human life:
Suicide is always as morally objectionable as murder. The Church's tradition has always rejected it as a gravely evil choice: To
concur with the intention of another person to commit suicide and to help in carrying it out through so-called "assisted suicide"
means to cooperate in, and at times to be the actual perpetrator of, an injustice which can never be excused, even if it is requested.
Saint Augustine writes that "it is never licit to kill another: even if he should wish it.” True "compassion" leads to sharing another's
pain; it does not kill the person whose suffering we cannot bear. (John Paul II, The Gospel of Life, no. 66).

TAKE ACTION:
Go to the website below, read more on the issue and then sign the petition to stop the legalization of assisted suicide in
Connecticut
www.ctstopsuicide.org

5th Sunday of Lent

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord
PALM SUNDAY
4:00 PM Saturday-Vigil Mass
9:30 AM Sunday - Mass

March 21, 2021
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
In these days of uncertainty
about our future, in our charity
may we speak works of
reassurance and help others to
realize that God loves them as
sons and daughters.

HOLY THURSDAY
As I have done, so you must do
7:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Followed by Adoration until 9:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY
In your hands Lord, I commend my spirit
3:00 PM Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion and Death
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross
HOLY SATURDAY
Christ our Light – Thanks be to God
Confession, Saturday April 3, 2021
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
NO 4:00 PM Mass
8:00 PM Great Vigil of Easter
EASTER SUNDAY
The Lord is Risen, Alleluia
9:30 AM Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection

Palm Cross Order Form

Question of the Week
How can I sow the seeds of the kingdom of
God? What seed can I plant this spring that can
flower in due season?
VOCATION REFLECTIONS
March 21, 2021: Fifth Sunday of Lent

After the Israelites broke their covenant with God,
God made a New Covenant with His people. He sent
His Son who drew everyone to Himself so that all
could have eternal life. Are you being drawn to
follow Jesus as a priest, deacon, or in religious life?
Come and see. Call Father Michael Casey, Director
of
Vocations,
860-761-7456,
or
visit
www.hartfordpriest.com.

Easter Flowers

Name:_______________________________

Remember your loved ones with a memorial of
flowers as we beautify our church this Easter.

Phone #: ______________________________

List the names of those to be remembered and
enclose it with your donation. $10.00 PER NAME

Quantity

Subtotals

_____ Small
@ $ 5 ________________
_____ Medium @ $ 8 ________________
_____ Large
@ $ 10 ________________
Total enclosed $______________
For more information call:
Jean Quartiano at (203) 467-7742
Peggy Cummings at (203) 859-8264

In memory of: ____________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Requested by: _____________________________
Telephone number: ________________________

He Made His Dwelling Among Us
The Annunciation and the
Gospel of Life
The Annunciation celebrates the visit of
the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary to
inform her that she was to be the mother
of Jesus. On this great feast day, we not
only recall Mary’s courageous “yes” to
God, we also celebrate the Incarnation of
Christ, our Savior. For it was there, in the
womb of a woman, nine months before
the celebration of the manger, that “the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).
The celebration of the Annunciation coincides with the
anniversary of the papal encyclical Evangelium vitae (The
Gospel of Life). This prophetic document on the dignity and
inviolability of every human life was put forth by Pope John
Paul II on the Solemnity of the Annunciation in 1995. The
intimate connection of these two events highlights a
profound reality about the identity and value of every human
person.
Luke’s Gospel tells us that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Christ would be conceived within the womb of Mary. It was
there, in the womb of the Blessed Mother, that Christ first
took on human flesh and made his dwelling among us. Like
us, the unborn child Jesus grew and developed beneath the
shelter of his mother’s loving heart. Through Christ’s
Incarnation, God chose to share fully and intimately in our
humanity and bridge all distance between God and man, so
that we may dwell together.
The Church teaches us that “by His incarnation the Son of
God has united Himself in some fashion with every man.”
God desired to dwell among us, as one of us, in order to
bring us salvation. This truth “reveals to humanity not only
the boundless love of God… but also the incomparable value
of every human person.”
Each of us is made in the image and likeness of our Creator,
to share in the very life of God himself. This reality “reveals
the greatness and the inestimable value of human life.” The
human person is “a manifestation of God in the world, a sign
of his presence, a trace of his glory.” Created through the
love of the Father, each one of us bears “an indelible imprint
of God.” By sharing in our humanity, Christ invites us to
share in his divinity, that we might dwell with him for
eternity.
Therefore, “the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of
the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a single
and indivisible Gospel.” Through Christ’s descent to earth
God desires to raise each one of us to the heights of heaven.
May we recognize that to proclaim the Gospel of Life is to
proclaim Christ, the one who made his dwelling among us.
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