Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
6th Sunday of Easter
May 22, 2022

Saturday, May 21st, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Anthony & Laura Proto, req. by Rosalind
& Andrew Proto
Sunday, May 22nd, Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:30 a.m. - Rae & Nicholas DeMayo, req. by
Agnellino family
Monday, May 23rd, Easter Weekday
8:00 a.m. Tuesday, May 24th, Easter Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, May 25th, Easter Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, May 26th, Ascension of the Lord
8:00 a.m. – Birthday Remembrance Andrew
Anastasio, Sr.
12:10 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael
Parish
Friday, May 27th, St. Augustine of Canterbury
8:00 a.m. Saturday, May 28th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Peter Notarino, req. by Marie & Ariana
Notarino
Sunday, May 29th, Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:30 a.m. - In Memory of Bernard Zambrano and The
Fallen Heroes of past wars

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, May 22, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

In remembrance of those who died,
Susan Terrone-Donnelly
May she rest in peace.

May 26, 2022
The Ascension of the Lord is a Holy Day of
Obligation

Weekend of May 15, 2022
Weekly Collection $ 1758.00
Online Collection $ 100.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
Catholic Communications
One Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection

In the light of today’s tensions and conflicts, it is
tempting to think that early Christian life was far
more peaceful. In fact, Jesus’ disciples faced
differences and conflict from the beginning.
Today’s reading from Acts immediately follows that
of last Sunday, which described Pal and his coworkers rejoicing that God had “opened the door of
faith to the Gentiles.” But some Judean Christians
insisted that Gentile Christians must follow all
Jewish religious practices, including circumcision.
Debates ensued between Paul and the disciples in
Jerusalem, resulting in the decision we find here that
required Gentiles to follow only Jewish practices.
The most important aspect of this ruling is its source:
“the Holy Spirit and ...us.” Apparently, the early
Christian community deeply believed that Christ,
crucified an raised, continued to guide them in the
presence of the Spirit.
Continuing its apocalyptic vision, the second reading
expresses this conviction in another way. Old
Testament Judaism believed that God dwelled in the
Jerusalem Temple. But in the new age of salvation,
God’s presence is available everywhere and always
in the risen Christ, our new Temple.
In the Gospel, Jesus identifies love with obedience,
something we are empowered to do by the Spirit sent
by the Father in Jesus’ name. God’s Spirit is our
“advocate,” parakletos in Greek, meaning “one
called to the side of” another. At the Last Supper,
Jesus promised the disciples that although he would
soon leave them, he would ask the Father to send
“another Advocate to be with [them] always.” The
Spirit as Paraclete remains with disciples in every
age, continuing Jesus’ teaching.
Readings for the week of May 22, 2022
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Revelations 21:1014, 22-23; John 14:23-29
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26—16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8; John 16:16-20 Ascension:
Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews
9:24-28; 10:19-23; Luke 24:46-53
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; John 16:20-23

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28

Pastoral Reflections
Ascension Thursday
The months of May and June are usually characterized by commencement ceremonies at various colleges and
universities at which students receive a diploma or degree signifying that they have completed their course of studies,
which now entitles them to go out into the world and work or pursue a career in their particular area or field of studies.
Unfortunately, with the advent of the Coronavirus, graduation ceremonies, with the conferral of diplomas and degrees
have changed in these past few years. But, thank God for the gift of science, because vaccines and precautions have
been developed which have allowed us to get back to some sense of normalcy, some semblance of life and routine before
the pandemic. In fact, just a little over a week ago, on Saturday, May 14th, Yale welcomed back and celebrated members
of the graduating classes of 2020 and 2021 by a degree conferring ceremony which they did not have because of the
Covid.
But be it as it may, no matter how diplomas and degrees are conferred in person or virtually, certainly, graduation is a
time of great joy because it marks a milestone of achievement and accomplishment, of moving forward in life but it is
also marked by a time of sadness because there is a separation that occurs from the friends and acquaintances that one
has made during these academic years.
This Thursday, May 26th, we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord into heaven and for the apostles of Jesus
this event in their lives could be liken to a commencement, a graduation ceremony because Jesus is returning to his
Father in glory.
For the apostles, Jesus’ Ascension, meant that their period of training was over, they had graduated so to speak, and the
time had arrived for them to go out to the whole world and proclaim the good news, to all creation, to be witness of
Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.
Certainly, there was sadness to see Jesus leaving as they stood staring up into the sky, in utter amazement, but they were
soon called back to reality by the two angels who reminded them of their mission. Their mission was not to stand around
looking up to heaven; waiting for something to happen or just waiting for Jesus to return again in glory at the end of
time, but rather in Jesus’ absence they were to be his messengers, his witnesses proclaiming the Good News of salvation
until Jesus returns in glory.
Jesus had returned to the Father but the apostles still had work to do and so it is the same with us.
Jesus’ return to heaven also fills us also with sadness and joy. Sadness in the sense that it is never easy when someone
leaves us, it is never easy to say ‘good bye’, but also joy in that Jesus’ return to the Father in glory gives us a glimpse of
the great future to which we have been called to by virtue of our baptism provided that we remain faithful to his teaching
in this life for as we pray in the preface of the day’s Mass, “Jesus has passed beyond our sight, not to abandon us but to
be our hope, where he has gone we hope to follow.”
As Christians, that is our hope, our joy, our calling, our destination to be with the Lord in heaven for all eternity.
But just as the apostles we are reminded not to stand idly by waiting for Jesus’ return in glory, we too have been
commissioned to proclaim the gospel in our lives until Jesus comes again.
Thursday’s Feast of the Ascension of the Lord into Heaven reminds us that all of us are travelers, and pilgrims on an
important roadway to heaven. But because of the many trials and difficulties we do face and encounter along the way,
especially in these uncertain times, we can become unsure at times of where we are going or what is at the end of the
road. The Ascension of Jesus into heaven assures us that there is a purpose for our life and to life and that our journey,
however difficult it may be or get at times, if we are faithful to the Lord and his teachings, will take us back to the
Father. Before this departure, Jesus told his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God have
faith also in me… For I go and prepare a place for you so that where I am you also shall be.” Meanwhile, we live the
hope that the words of Jesus will come true for us when he said, “Where I am, you also shall be.”
Fr. Roy

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Plaque Dedication
Sunday, May 29, 2022
Plaque Dedication at the
Wooster Square Archway
for
Bernard Zambrano
Following the 9:30 a.m. Mass at
St. Michael Church
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT
Everyone is invited to the unveiling of a new
memorial plaque that will be added to the Wooster
Street Archway.
This plaque will honor Bernard A. Zambrano, the
only child of Anthony & Ann Zambrano. He graduated from St. Michael School in 1960, a hero who
lost his life in 1969 during the Vietnam war.
He will join 35 other Fallen Heroes from Wooster
Square already on various plaques throughout the
neighborhood.
After the mass the unveiling of the plaque will be
held at Russo Park on the corner of Wooster Street &
DePalma Court.

A reception will be held after the unveiling at Santa
Maria Maddalena Society, 123 Wooster Street.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website:
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org under the Parish
Life tab.

FOOD BANK –

Each week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of non-perishable
foods that are brought to various non-profit agencies and
families in need in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO
NOT INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD).
Your donation of these items are appreciated greatly by
those who receive them. Please consider bringing one or
two non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

May 22, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Let us allow Jesus the Living Bread
to heal us of our self-absorption.
May he open our hearts to sharing,
heal us from rigidity and turning in
on ourselves, and inspire us to follow
him wherever he wants to lead us.
The Parish office will be closed on Monday and
Tuesday, May 30 – 31, 2022, in observance of
Memorial Day.

The office will reopen on Wednesday, June 1, 2022

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal changes lives through
service to the Lord. Your gift helps to support those
cultivating a vocation to the priesthood. Your gift to the
Annual Appeal is an investment in the future of our
Church and our Faith.
In just a few short weeks, our parish has raised
$12,600.00 for the 2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. In
these trying times, the need of our surrounding
community grows and the assistance provided by the
Appeal becomes all the more crucial. If you have not yet
made your gift to this year’s Appeal, please consider
doing so in the days ahead. Your gift to the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal will help continue the vital services,
ministries and programs that help so many throughout our
Archdiocese.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
are used exclusively for the purposes outlined in the
Appeal literature, which can be found at https://
archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/. No Appeal funds are
ever used for legal fees or settlements.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

Congregations to Anthony Abbott
On behalf of the staff and parishioners of the
Church of St. Michael, I would like to extend our
best wishes and congregations to Anthony Abbott
the son of Ronald and Michelle Abbott and
brother of Ann Marie on his gradation, today,
Sunday, May 22, 2002 from Notre Dame High
School. Anthony has been a faithful altar server
and liturgical assistant here at St. Michael’s since
his youth. We are grateful for all his years of
service and dedication to St. Michael’s. As his
bio states, he is attending King’s College in
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, planning to pursue a
career in mechanical engineering. He will be
missed! “Thank you Anthony and God Bless
you!”
Fr. Roy, staff and parishioners of St. Michael’s
Church.

Question of the Week
How can I extend the Lord’s peace in my community, in my parish, in my family?

