Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 27, 2022

Saturday, February 26th,Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Vincent Donarumo, req. by niece Ann
Donarumo
Sunday, February 27th, 8th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:30 a.m. - Michael Rispoli, req. by Festa family
Monday, February 28th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Tuesday, March 1st, Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Lynn Annunziata, req. by friend
Wednesday, March 2nd, Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - People of St. Michael Parish
12:10 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael
Parish
Thursday, March 3rd, St. Katherine Drexel
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, March 4th, St. Casimir
8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 5th,Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Frank Florenzano, Salvatore & Anna
Maiorano, req. by family
Sunday, March 6th, 9th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass

Sanctuary Lamp

Sunday, February 27, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

As we are only a few days before entering the
season of Lent, this is an apt time for such
reflection. In today’s first reading, we hear several
wise sayings of Ben Sira, the author of the Book of
Sirach. Each is a metaphor to help us recognize
that our secret motives and intentions will be
revealed in our words. Whether good or bad, we
cannot keep them hidden.
In the second reading, Paul recalls the words of the
prophet Hosea and exclaims, “Were, O death, is
your victory?” This question is rhetorical insofar as
it is designed not to elicit an answer but to
emphasize a point. He know without a doubt that
death will never be victorious, because God gave
us a victory over sin and death through the
crucified Christ. Earlier in this letter, Paul
describes Christ as God’s wisdom.
The Gospel presents Jesus as introducing a parable
with the rhetorical query, “Can a blind person lead
a blind person?” What follows is a collection of
wise sayings about not judging others lest you
come under judgment yourself. The teaching
follows promises that the poor and disenfranchised
will be blessed in God’s Kingdom and that one’s
enemies should be loved.

Question of the Week
What can I do this Lent to bear fruit more fully
in the world?

In remembrance of those who died,
May they rest in peace.

Readings for the week of
February 27, 2022
Weekend of February 20, 2022
Weekly Collection $
Online Collection $
One Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Sunday: Sirach 27:4-7; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58;
Luke 6:39-45
Monday: 1 Peter 1:3-9; Mark 10:17-27
Tuesday: 1 Peter 1:10-16; Mark 10:28-31
Wednesday: Joel 2:12-18; 2 Corinthians
5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Luke 9:22-25
Friday: Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 9:14-15
Saturday: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Luke 5:27-32

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning;
Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God. For gracious and merciful is he,
slow to anger, rich in kindness, and relenting in punishment.”
These are the opening words that we will hear this Ash Wednesday in our first reading from the prophet Joel reminding
each and every one of us what Lent is truly all about; Returning to the Lord through a journey of inner conversion of
the heart and not just outward show; Returning to the Lord by “Opening our eyes of faith” and changing our hearts.
But what does this really mean? I am sure that many of us will probably be giving-up something or denying ourselves
something during Lent like candy, dessert after a meal, or possibly some other favorite thing that we like and enjoy. Or
perhaps some will take on doing something extra for Lent like attending daily Mass, or attending the Stations of the Cross,
or making special visits to the Blessed Sacrament. While the notions of giving-up and denying oneself something for Lent
or doing something extra for Lent are very commendable and certainly good Lenten practices, but let me ask a question.
“When Lent is over, do you go back to the same way you lived before?” After forty days of penance and sacrifice, has our
hearts really changed and returned to the Lord or do we go back to life and living as before with not real spiritual change
or growth?

Sometimes we forget that Lent is a journey of the inner spiritual renewal of our hearts preparing us and leading us to the
core and source of our Christian faith, which is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Thus, our Lenten Journey should
reflect the hope and promise that one day we too will share in the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ.
In order for us to have a change of heart we must examine our hearts to see what resides in them to “Open Your Eyes” to
the good and bad that resides in our own hearts. To help us on this journey, the Sunday Lenten Gospels offer us a weekly
mediation for Lent.
The Frist Sunday of Lent, the Temptation of the Lord – “The reality of temptation and sin in our lives.”
The Second Sunday of Lent, the Transfiguration of the Lord – “The reality of our own need of transfiguration, the reality
of spiritual change and renewal in our lives.”
The Third Sunday of Lent, The Parable of the Fig Tree – “The reality of our own need of repentance in order that we
might bear spiritual fruit.”
The Forth Sunday of Lent, The Prodigal Son – “The reality of our own need of reconciliation and forgiveness with God,
our Father and with one another.”
The Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Woman Caught in Adultery – “The reality of looking at and acknowledging our own
sinfulness before we condemn others.”
If we follow through and go deeper into each of these weekly Lenten topics, then we will truly have a spiritual and fruitful
Lent that will change our hearts, rend our hearts and not our garments.
The Mass Schedule for Ash Wednesday is as follows; 8:00 am, 12:10 pm.
On Wednesdays during Lent, we will have a 12:10 Mass.
In an effort for continual change and renewal of one’s heart, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession will be
offered every Monday Evening during Lent from 6 to 7 pm.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND BENIDICTION WILL BE PRAYED EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AT
ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH AT 7:00 PM.
ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY ARE DAYS OF FAST & ABSTINENCE ----THE FRIDAY’S OF LENT ARE DAYS OF ABSTINENCE.
Just a reminder, about the fasting and abstinence regulations during Lent that every person from 14 years or older
must abstain from, that is not allowed to eat meat, (and / or items made with meat or meat products) on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent.
Every person between the ages of 18 and 59 (beginning of 60th year) must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
that is a person, between the ages of 18 and 59, is only permitted to eat one full meal that day. Two other smaller meatless
meals, sufficient to maintain one’s strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but together they should not
equal another full meal. Eating and or snacking between meals is not permitted. However, when health or ability to work
would be seriously affected by this, the law does not oblige. In the end, Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves
from these prescribed minimal penitential practices.
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In short, here are the church’s regulations regarding fasting and abstinence during
Lent that you can cut out and post in a prominent place for a reminder.

Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain from meat that is not eat meat or anything made from meat products on
Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.
Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, is bound to fast that is to limit the amount of food one consumes on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday.
On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating
between meals and or snacking between meals is not permitted. However, when health or ability to work would be seriously
affected, the law does not oblige.

But Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed minimal penitential practices. Since FASTING,
prayer and almsgiving make up the three pillars of Lenten practices it should not be taken lightly.
Have a blessed and holy Lent!
Fr. Roy
TO ALL PARISHIONERS
The winter is upon us and the outcome for bad weather is
unpredictable. For the safety and well being of our parishioners, St. Michael Church will be following the New Haven Public Schools delays and cancellations schedule.
Mass will not be held when the New Haven Public
Schools are on delay or closed.

From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Our love for God and neighbor is
our passport to heaven. Our
earthly possessions are dust that
scatters, but the love we share – in
our families, at work, in the
Church, and in the world – will
save us, for it will endure forever.

Please watch the news for closings and delays.

FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the

rectory entrance to receive donations of nonperishable foods that are brought to various nonprofit agencies and families in need in the New
Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE
OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of
these items are appreciated greatly by those who
receive them. Please consider bringing one or two
non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish
Life tab.

March 2, 2022

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022
The 2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is now
underway in our parish. Our goal is to engage our
entire parish family in this year’s Appeal and to pray
for the success of the Appeal, both here in our parish
and across the three counties of the Archdiocese.
If you would like to make a gift, please mail in your
pledge card. You may also visit the Archdiocesan
website at www.archdioceseofhartford.org or call the
Appeal Office at (800) 781-2550. Keep in mind that
an early pledge will allow you to best use the
monthly payment plan.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be found
at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/.
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or
settlements.

Please respond generously.

