Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
(only during Lent at 12:10 pm)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 pm to 3:30 pm and
Monday Evenings during Lent from 6 pm to 7 pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
April 17, 2022

Saturday, April 16th, Easter Vigil, Holy Saturday
4:00 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish
Sunday, April 17th, Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
9:30 a.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish
Monday, April 18th, Octave of Easter
8:00 a.m. - God’s blessing, grace & guidance for
Anastasio family
Tuesday, April 19th, Octave of Easter
8:00 a.m. - Joann Santore, req. by Rich & Esther
Ezold
Wednesday, April 20th, Octave of Easter
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, April 21st, Octave of Easter
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, April 22nd, Octave of Easter
8:00 a.m. Saturday, April 23rd, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Madeline Barbato Aiello, req. by son
Jackie & Gina
Sunday, April 24th, Second Sunday of Easter
(Divine Mercy Sunday)
9:30 a.m. - Anthony & Barbara Gambardella, req. by
children & grandchildren

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, April 17, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

In remembrance of those who died,
Rachel Riccio & Clarence Roy
May they rest in peace.

The Scriptures for this Easter Sunday focus on the earliest
witness to the resurrection, calling Christians today to
continue the mission of bearing witness to Christ and the
Gospel. In the legal system of ancient Judaism, witnesses
gave testimony based on firsthand experience. In serious
matters, more than one witness was required for
acceptable testimony.
In the Old Testament, the Lord called the covenant people
to bear witness to YHWH before all other nations, who
worshiped numerous false gods. When God delivered the
chosen people from their exile in Babylon, Isaiah
proclaimed God’s word to them: “You are my witnesses”.
Israel of old was specifically designated to give testimony
to God as “savior” and “redeemer.”
Today’s first reading presents disciples who have
experienced the resurrection, God’s final act to save and
give life. Death itself is conquered: the same Jesus who
was crucified, “God raised on the third day.” Those who
witnessed Jesus’ execution have also experience him
alive, in God’s new life. They are thus “commissioned” to
testify in word and deed that God’s “mercy endures
forever.” Like Jesus, his followers bears witness to the
now-fulfilled words of the psalmist: “I shall not die, but
live, and declare the works of the Lord.”
To give testimony that Christians are “raised with Christ”
requires more than words of witness. The second reading
insists that those who share in his resurrection must die to
their former way of life in order to give believable
testimony. Genuine witness to what God has done in
Jesus Christ requires daily action marked by evidence that
the believer now lives “with Christ in God”.
Colossians 3:1-4 also is meant as a guide for community
life. Each “you” is plural. Reread 3:1-4 from the plural
perspective. What might “what is above” and “what is on
earth” mean for life in a community of faith?

Readings for the week of April 17, 2022

Weekend of April 10, 2022
Weekly Collection $ 2590.00
Online Collection $ 70.00
Palms & Flowers $ 1115.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
Easter Gifts & Offerings
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4
or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; John 20:1-9 or Luke
24:1-12 or, Luke 24:13-35
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Matthew 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; John 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Luke 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Luke 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; John 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Mark 16:9-15

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS
When I was in the seminary, we had a student who was of Slavonic descent. Not that his
ancestry or nationality made any difference. But what struck me about him, his faith, his
culture and religious tradition was the fact that during the “Easter Season” if you met a
fellow Christian during this most sacred and holy time of year you would greet each other
with a traditional greeting among Bulgarian Christians, I believe in Slavonic which goes
as follows. The first person would say in greeting, “Hristos voskrese” which
means “Christ is risen”. At which the other person would respond back to you saying
“Voistina voskrese” which means “Truly, He is risen”. After all these years, I still
remember how impressed I was with this and cannot help but think how appropriate this
greeting and response is and should be for us as Christians not only during the Easter
Season but all year round. After all, does not our faith stem from the resurrections of
Christ from the dead. After all, “We are Easter Christians, and ALLELUIA is our song!” “Christ is risen!
“Truly, He is risen!”

As St. Paul states in his Frist Letter to the Corinthians, “..If Christ has not been raised, then our [his and
the apostles] preaching is in vain, void of content, and your [our] faith is useless. Indeed, we should then be
exposed as false witness of God…If Christ was not raised, your faith is worthless. You are still in you sins
and those who have fallen asleep in Christ are the deadest of the dead.”
Today, we, the parishioners of St. Michael Parish gather here in our church united with Christians
throughout the world to celebrate an event that changed the course of world history. Today we look to the
empty tomb and realize that victory falls to those whose cause seemed hopeless! The terror of Good Friday
and Calvary gives way to the triumphant victory of an Easter Sunday and an empty tomb! Good Friday is
symbolized with the agony of the cross and death. Easter Sunday is celebrated with the beginning of a new
week, a new day and new creation, new life a new way of living.
I our world torn by war and strive, today we celebrate the fact that love is, indeed, more powerful
than hate; hope stronger than despair: life more powerful than death! But not unlike the women of old
that we read of in the Gospel, we all approach the tomb wondering: “Who will roll us back the stone?”
They went expecting to discover a dead and decaying body that they planned to anoint with burial oils!
Wonder of wonders…they found the tomb empty and were greeted by an angel inquiring: “Why do you
seek the living among the dead?” Today we are invited to reach back ritually and recall the day of our
baptism! For it was in baptism that we were buried together with Christ, and it is through baptism that we
share His resurrected life even now!
First century Christians changed the face of society because they let the power of the Risen Christ permeate
their beings! People looked at these new followers of Jesus and exclaimed: “See how they love one
another!” The challenge for us today is just as real.
The world needs desperately not to just hear the Easter message…the world needs to experience it by the
way that we live!... As Friedrich Nietzsche, said: “I could believe in Christianity if Christ’s disciples
looked more redeemed!” The challenge for all of us latter day Christians is to let the message of
Easter permeate our entire beings our entire lives.
On this Easter Sunday, may the resurrection of Christ from the dead inspire us to live truly as an “Easter
People” proclaiming with joy in our lives that “Christ is risen” Truly, He is risen.”
On behalf of myself and the staff, I would like to wish all the parishioners of St. Michael’s a very Happy
and Blessed Easter.
Happy Easter!
Fr. Roy

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal changes lives
through service. In addition to assisting the
underserved of our communities, your gift helps
those discerning a vocation to the priesthood.
Your gift to the Appeal is an investment in the
future of our Church and our faith.
Thank you to the parish families who have made a
gift or pledge to the 2022 Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal. If you have not yet participated, please
prayerfully consider a gift today. Please know that
every dollar of your gift will have a positive
impact in someone’s life.
All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be
found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/.
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or
settlements.

MASS BOOK
The Mass Book is open for all registered parishioners for 2021. Weekday masses, Sanctuary candles
and Community Masses are available. Come to the
rectory from 9:00am – 12:30 p.m. Monday thru
Friday, or call the Rectory at 203-562-7178 to book
your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.

April 17, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
If we want to evaluate our
following of
Christ, let us look at how we behave toward those
who have hurt us. The Lord asks us to respond like
He does with us. He does not separate us into
good and bad, friends and enemies. For Him, all
of us are
beloved children.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish
Life tab.

St. Ann Society
“Woman of the Year”
Luncheon Celebration
Honoring
Terri Santillo
May 15, 2022
At
Brazi’s Restaurant
201 Food Terminal Plaza
New Haven, CT
Noon - 3:00 PM
**Tickets will be sold, during the month of
April, before and after Mass on
Saturday's and Sunday's.
SAINT ANN SOCIETY
St. Ann Society is conducting its annual 2022
membership drive. The Saint Ann Society is an
integral part of Saint Michael Parish. Over its long
history, it has contributed to the spiritual and material
vitality of the parish through its activities such as: the
Saint Ann Novena, the annual harvest dinner, participation in the Cherry Blossom Festival, and its support of the parish with an annual financial contribution.
We invite all women of Saint Michael Parish to join
the Saint Ann Society. New members will find
information forms for enrollment into the Saint Ann
Society in a red bag located at the main entrance and
in the St Andrew Chapel. Please fill out the form and
place it in the red bag. Dues are $15.00 per year.
Thank you for your consideration.

Question of the Week
Have I heard the reassuring voice of the Lord?
While I listen for his voice, how do I witness to
the difference the Risen Lord makes in my life?

