Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00am
Saturday vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s (only during Lent)
Holy Days: 8:00am, 12:10pm, 5:30pm
Confessions: Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Epiphany of the Lord
January 2, 2022

Saturday, January 1st, Solemnity of Mary, Holy
Mother of God
4:00 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish
Sunday, January 2nd, Epiphany of the Lord
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, January 3rd, Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:00 a.m. – William, Stella & William Candella, req.
by family
Tuesday, January 4th, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 5th, St. John Neumann
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, January 6th, Christmas Weekday
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, January 7th, Christmas Weekday
8:00 a.m. - Jackie DeStefano, req. by Giuliana
Gioiosa
Saturday, January 8th,Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Deborah Richitelli, req. by Scoppetto
family
Sunday, January 9th, Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord
9:30 a.m. - Charles Vincent Arcangelo, req. by
Michael Viapiano

Sanctuary Lamp

Sunday, January 2, 2022
In Memory of
Joseph A. Celentano, Sr.

In remembrance of those who died,
Antonio Valentino,
Rose Casanova Nuremberg and
Madeline R. Carvalho
May they rest in peace.

While the word epiphany means “manifestation” or
“showing forth,” Isaiah reminds us that this solemnity
is all about light, for without light, nothing can be made
manifest or revealed
The prophet proclaimed this word of the Lord as
Judah’s exile in Babylon was ending. In the darkness of
captivity form the promised land, the people wondered
if they would ever again enjoy the radiance of God’s
powerful presence. The glory of God’s light shines
upon his chosen people, offering the possibility of new
life.
The second reading and Gospel make manifest the new
life available to God’s people in Christ. In him, God
unveils a mystery only suggested in Israel’s past: the
widening of the concept of “God’s people.” We do see
“nations” walking by the light of Jerusalem in the first
reading, and the theme expands in the two New
Testament readings: through Christ the Glory of God
shines on all people, Jew and Gentile alike.
To the surprise of Israel of old, it was a foreigner, the
Persian King Cyrus, who released God’s people form
captivity. With the coming of Christ, God creates a
new Israel, revealing that divine mercy and compassion
embrace all, inviting all. Thus Matthew presents
foreigners “from the east,” who receive the revelation
of Christ by a shining star. With steadfast response,
these copartners in the promise undertake a long,
arduous journey to discover the source of the light.
Having reached their goal, they did him “homage”, the
first to recognize the mystery made manifest. In Christ,
old boundaries and exclusion fall away, and all are
“members of the same body.”

Readings for the week of January 02, 2022

Weekend of December 19, 2021
Weekly Collection $ 1841.00
Online Collection $180.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly & Monthly Collections
Solemnity of Mary
January 9, 2022
One Collection Next Week
Weekly Collection

Sunday: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6;
Matthew 2:1-12
Monday: 1 John 3:22—4:6; Matthew 4:12-17,
23-25
Tuesday: 1 John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 John 4:19—5:4; Luke 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 John 5:14-21; John 3:22-30

PASTORAL REFLECTION
All of us have certain expectations or preconceived
notions about the way a certain thing or the way a
certain situation should be. We imagine within our
minds beforehand what it should be like, a
preconceived reality, a preconceived notion of what we
should see or expect to find or even encounter. But as we all know that sometimes our preconceived expectations, our
preconceived notions differ from the reality of what we find or encounter. The reality of the situation turns out to be
much different than we had originally expected or imagined. As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, I wonder if the
magi felt this way.
The gospels tell us that the magi observed the star at its rising and set out with great joy and anticipation, their hearts
filled with hope in the promise of a newborn king and they followed the star until it came to rest on the place where the
child was. They were joyful because they had reached their destination.
But I cannot help but wonder what went through their minds and what was in their hearts when they beheld the child with
his mother? Did the reality of what they had encountered, did the reality of the situation meet with what they had thought
they would find and experience, with their preconceived expectations had expected; for after all they were looking for the
“New born King of the Jews.” The scriptures tell us that “they were overjoyed at seeing the star and upon entering the
house they found the child with his mother.”
I am sure that they did not see an aura of light surrounding or radiating from the child or his mother nor did they see any
halos encircling the heads of Jesus or Mary as depicted in holy cards or pictures of the Madonna and Child. Besides, the
place where they encountered the newborn king was certainly not in a royal palace, we are told that it was a house,
possibly one that was humble and ordinary.
Were they disappointed in what they saw, a child in its mother’s arms? Yet, when we think of it, what could be more
natural, what could be more normal than to see a new born child cradled in its mother’s arms?
Did the reality of what they expected to find meet with their expectations? Were they disappointed? I would say no.
Even through they were probably learned men, possible men of some type of science as the name magi implies, yet they
possessed a humility and a wisdom, which allowed them to take God and to encounter God on God’s own terms the way
God chose to reveal himself; the way God chose to manifest himself and that is why they were not disappointed.
Through the eyes of faith, and not merely human eyes, they were able to discern, in this child lying in his mother’s arms,
the King of Kings, who is the redeemer of the human race that had been spoken of in prophecy for centuries. They took
God’s manifestation; the way God chose to reveal himself at his word. So, the experience of encountering the child in his
mother’s arms left them with a sense of great joy and not disappointment.
Does God still reveal and manifest himself to us today, as the word Epiphany means? Yes, he does. But our slowness to
respond to that revelation and manifestation is not necessarily due to the mode in which God chooses to reveal himself
but rather it is perhaps due to our own misconception or even preconceived notions of what and how we think God
should manifest himself to us. How God should act. Perhaps the problem is due to our dullness of faith.

Unlike the magi, we do not always take God on his own terms and conditions. There are times when we are given to
imposing our terms and conditions on God. We sometimes have the tendency to decide for ourselves what shall be the
sensible exterior sign that God will give to us for his revelation. We sometimes, with our own ideas and imaginings, and
perceived notions tell God and decide for God how and the way he should reveal and manifest himself to us. If we lack
the humility and wisdom, which will allow us to take God and to encounter God on his own terms the way he chooses to
reveal himself, the way he chooses to manifest himself than we will be disappointed in what we see. If we see and look
at the actions of God’s revelation and manifestations only with our human eyes and without the eyes of faith than it will
only leave us with an empty sign and our expectation will leave us disappointed, but not so with the wise men.
Even though they were learned men, it was through their humility, wisdom and faith that they took God’s revelation on
his own terms. They acknowledged this new born child as God in the lowliness of the guise of human flesh in which he
appeared. They looked on a baby in his mother’s arms and they said, “God”; presenting him with their gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.
Happy Epiphany! Happy Manifestation!
Fr. Roy

Epiphany of the Lord
January 2, 2021
The Epiphany of the Lord

“As we begin the New Year, may we discover
anew that faith demands worship. If we can fall on
our knees before Jesus, we will overcome the
temptation to set off on our own path.” (Pope
Francis, Jan. 6, 2020)
On this Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, we
remember that God came to earth for everyone,
every nation, every people.

January 2, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Jesus is the smile of God. He came
to reveal to us the love and
goodness of our heavenly Father.
We need God's smile to strip us of
our false certainties, and to bring
us back to enjoying simplicity and
gratuitousness.

The Parish office will be closed on Monday,
January 3, 2022 in observance of New Years
Day.
The office will reopen on Tuesday, January 4,
2022.
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MASS BOOK
FOOD BANK – Each week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of nonperishable foods that are brought to various nonprofit agencies and families in need in the New
Haven area. (PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE OPEN
AND EXPIRED FOOD). Your donation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two nonperishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the Hungry.

Question of the Week
How do I use both reason and faith to find my way
to Jesus?

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish
Life tab.

The Mass Book for 2022 is now open
Masses can be booked from
Jan 1, 2022 thru June 30, 2022.
Come to the rectory from 9:00am – 12:30 p.m.
Monday thru Friday, or call the Rectory at 203-562
-7178 to book your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

December 15, 2021
Dear Father/Monsignor,
We are all aware of the reports of devastation that
resulted form the massive tornado that hit the state of
Kentucky and other areas as well.
I would like to share with you the following notice
from USCCB which recommends that contributions be
directed through Catholic Charities USA in the event
you would like to take up a special collection for this
purpose.
I join you in praying for all those who have died or are
suffering as a result of this natural disaster.
Washington– Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los
Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, and Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
of Oklahoma City, chairman of the committee on
Domestic Justice and Human Development, have
issued the following Statement after tornadoes tore
through multiple states in the South and Midwest
late Friday into early Saturday morning.
(December 10 and 11, 2021)

In their statement, Archbishops Gomez and
Coakley call for prayer and assistance for all those
who were in the path of the storm:
“It is heartbreaking to see the destruction and
devastation brought by the tornadoes that tore
through the South and Midwest overnight. During
this Advent season where we await in joyful
anticipation for the birth of our Lord, we pray for
those who have been injured, for those who have
lost their lives, and for their grieving families and
communities. May those who have been impacted
by these storms find peace, comfort, and hope in our
faith and in God’s endless love. We also pray for the
emergency responders and those who have begun
the work of providing for the needs of the impacted
in these communities in the recovery efforts. We
entrust all our brothers and sisters in harm’s way to
our Blessed Mother, and we ask for her continued
protection and for her intercession in comforting
those who are suffering. Catholics and all people of
good will may help our brother's and sister in their
recovery by supporting the work of Catholic
Charities USA at https://www.catholiccharities.us/
campaign/ccusa-disaster-relief/c353051.”

