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The

Chur ch

of Sai

Sat urJdaanyu,arSyo llesmini t y of
Mot her of God

4:00 p.m. - Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Sunday, January 2nd,
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, January 3r.d,

8:00 a.m. — William, Stella & William Candella, req.

by family

Tuesday, January 4t h,

8:00 a.m. -

Wednesday, January 5t h,
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS

Thur sday, January 6t h,
8:00 a.m. —

Friday, January 7t h,

8:00 a.m. - Jackie DeStefano, req. by Giuliana
Gioiosa

Sat urJdaanyu,ar y
4:00 p.m. - Deborah Richitelli, req. by Scoppetto
family
Sunday,
Lord

9:30 a.m. - Charles Vincent Arcangelo, req. by
Michael Viapiano

January

Epi;il

9t h, Fe

nt Mi c Naewl Hav e n, Con
Epi phany of the I
January 2, 2022

While the word e p i p hmeams Yimanifestationd or

fishowing farth,C
a éll%bout(l)'i%f?ﬁ
manifest or revealed

han
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Isaiah reminds us that this solemnity
fo¥ without light, nothing can be made

he prop¥1et 8rg)clai;nergl ethis I_Woorrd dof the Lord as
Mo S {uda]p.ﬁ;oeq;ﬂ? in Babylannwagepding Ia thg darkness of

captivity form the promised land, the people wondered
if they would ever again enjoy the radiance of God&

St poweEful jpresgnpee They glowynof G&l@ tlighty shines

upon his chosen people, offering the possibility of new

Bfe. . John Neumann

C fihe secdrtd madsig aldaGespetindalye manifest the new
life available to God® people in Christ. In him, God

C h {inlveHsta Mastery Wiy &itkggbdled in IsraelG past: the

widening of the concept of iGod& people.0 We do see
finationsO walking by the light of Jerusalem in the first

8th, Ve abay o freading €and- Be’ tleme expands in the two New

Testament readings: through Christ the Glory of God

a sshltnes on ]glll p?O]ﬁleé J evgagdthenltllg arlﬁke.

of t he

To the surprise of Israel of old, it was a foreigner, the
Persian King Cyrus, who released God& people form
captivity. With the coming of Christ, God creates a

wedk o

new Israel, revealing that divine mercy and compassion
Sanctuary Lamp embrace all, inviting all. Thus Matthew presents
Sundhynuary 2, 20 2 2foreigners fifrom the east,0 who receive the revelation
l'n Memory of of Christ by a shining star. With steadfast response,
Joseph A. Cel ent an ahese Sopartners in the promise undertake a long,
arduous journey to discover the source of the light.
In remembrance of t hoidVinerreel thjrigaal they did him thomaged the
Antonio Valentino fiI'St to recognize the mystery made manifest. In Christ,
Rose Casanova Nure mb(}édrb%und%lrlpﬁcpnd exclusu\)n fall away, and all are
Madel i ne R Car v a | Ngnbers of the same body.0
May they rest in peace
Readings for the
Weekend of De c e mb|S u n dlsaigh 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6;
, Matthew 2:1-12
Weekly Collection|$ InMondaiohn3: 22 Matthew 4:12-17,
Online Collection| $ 2325
Two Collections THhi STUeSdB)bh?l-i7-10;Mark6I34-44
Weekl y & Monthly o IlWe d n e sldchny4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52
Sol emnity of Ma r|ly ThurSUJ@hryé‘r::—l—EQ:Iéuke4:14-22a
Fr i dlidohn5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16
January 9, 2022 Sat urldoanys:14-21; John 3:22-30
One Coll ection Nefxt
Weekly Coll ecti¢n




PASTORAL REFLECTI ON

All of us have certain expectations or preconceived
notions about the way a certain thing or the way a
certain situation should be. We imagine within our
minds beforehand what it should be like, a
preconceived reality, a preconceived notion of what we
should see or expect to find or even encounter. But as we all know that sometimes our preconceived expectations, our
preconceived notions differ from the reality of what we find or encounter. The reality of the situation turns out to be
much different than we had originally expected or imagined. As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, I wonder if the
magi felt this way.

The gospels tell us that the magi observed the star at its rising and set out with great joy and anticipation, their hearts
filled with hope in the promise of a newborn king and they followed the star until it came to rest on the place where the
child was. They were joyful because they had reached their destination.

But I cannot help but wonder what went through their minds and what was in their hearts when they beheld the child with
his mother? Did the reality of what they had encountered, did the reality of the situation meet with what they had thought
they would find and experience, with their preconceived expectations had expected; for after all they were looking for the
fiNew born King of the Jews.0 The scriptures tell us that fithey were overjoyed at seeing the star and upon entering the
house they found the child with his mother.0

I am sure that they did not see an aura of light surrounding or radiating from the child or his mother nor did they see any
halos encircling the heads of Jesus or Mary as depicted in holy cards or pictures of the Madonna and Child. Besides, the
place where they encountered the newborn king was certainly not in a royal palace, we are told that it was a house,
possibly one that was humble and ordinary.

Were they disappointed in what they saw, a child in its mother® arms? Yet, when we think of it, what could be more
natural, what could be more normal than to see a new born child cradled in its mother& arms?

Did the reality of what they expected to find meet with their expectations? Were they disappointed? I would say no.
Even through they were probably learned men, possible men of some type of science as the name magi implies, yet they
possessed a humility and a wisdom, which allowed them to take God and to encounter God on God® own terms the way
God chose to reveal himself; the way God chose to manifest himself and that is why they were not disappointed.

Through the eyes of faith, and not merely human eyes, they were able to discern, in this child lying in his mother& arms,
the King of Kings, who is the redeemer of the human race that had been spoken of in prophecy for centuries. They took
God® manifestation; the way God chose to reveal himself at his word. So, the experience of encountering the child in his
mother® arms left them with a sense of great joy and not disappointment.

Does God still reveal and manifest himself to us today, as the word Epiphany means? Yes, he does. But our slowness to
respond to that revelation and manifestation is not necessarily due to the mode in which God chooses to reveal himself
but rather it is perhaps due to our own misconception or even preconceived notions of what and how we think God
should manifest himself to us. How God should act. Perhaps the problem is due to our dullness of faith.

Unlike the magi, we do not always take God on his own terms and conditions. There are times when we are given to
imposing our terms and conditions on God. We sometimes have the tendency to decide for ourselves what shall be the
sensible exterior sign that God will give to us for his revelation. We sometimes, with our own ideas and imaginings, and
perceived notions tell God and decide for God how and the way he should reveal and manifest himself to us. If we lack
the humility and wisdom, which will allow us to take God and to encounter God on his own terms the way he chooses to
reveal himself, the way he chooses to manifest himself than we will be disappointed in what we see. If we see and look
at the actions of God® revelation and manifestations only with our human eyes and without the eyes of faith than it will
only leave us with an empty sign and our expectation will leave us disappointed, but not so with the wise men.

Even though they were learned men, it was through their humility, wisdom and faith that they took God& revelation on
his own terms. They acknowledged this new born child as God in the lowliness of the guise of human flesh in which he
appeared. They looked on a baby in his mother® arms and they said, iGod0 presenting him with their gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

Happy Epiphany! Happy Manifestation!
Fr. Roy
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fMAs we begin the New Year, may we discover
anew that faith demands worship. If we can fall on
our knees before Jesus, we will overcome the
temptation to set off on our own path.0 (Pope
Francis, Jan. 6, 2020)

On this Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, we
remember that God came to earth for everyone,
every nation, every people.

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All
rights reserved.
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FOOD B ANBAch week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of non-
perishable foods that are brought to various non-
profit agencies and families in need in the New
Havenareca. PLEASE DO NOTE ION
AND EXPI RE D YdarO @dnation of these
items are appreciated greatly by those who receive
them. Please consider bringing one or two non-
perishable items per month as a way of fulfilling the
Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed t he

Question of the Week

How do I use both reason and faith to find my way
to Jesus?

On Line GivVvi

Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to
all the parishioners of St. Michaels& Church who
have remembered St. Michael financially by
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes.
We now offer on-line giving through our website,
StMichaelWoosterSquare.org, under the Parish
Life tab.

n

Lord January 2
21 From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
Jesus is the smil
to reveal to Jus
goodness of ouf h
We need God's P mi
our false certpin
us back to enjpyi
gratuitousnes
The Parish office wil k
January 3, 2022 in opse
Day
The office wild.l reopdgqgn
2022.
MASS BOOK
The Mass Book for 202
Masses can be bodqke:
Jan 1, 2022 thru un
EINU Come to the rectory from 9:00am — 1 2 : 8n0
i Monday thru Friday, or call the Rectory at 203-562
-7178 to book your masses.
Al Masses must be palj d
Pbooking.
Pl ease mail me/us a regi
Mi chael Church
Name _ 1 __
Address ] L
g
Telephone No. __ _ | L
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Off
29 Wooster Pl ace
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory|ba




2021

OFFICE OF
THE ARCHBISHOP
gnor

134 FARMIMNGTOMN AVEMNUE
HARTFORD, COMMECTICUT
o06105-3784

15,

December
Fat her/ Monsi

o
i
0
L
T
T
<
0
1]
7
w
0
0
0
I
0
&
<

We are all aware of the reports of devastation that
resulted form the massive tornado that hit the state of

Kentucky and other areas as well.
you would like to take up a special collection for this

purpose.
I join you in praying for all those who have died or are

directed through Catholic Charities USA in the event
suffering as a result of this natural disaster.

I would like to share with you the following notice
from USCCB which recommends that contributions be
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Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Leonard P. Blair
Archbishop of Hartford
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