Saint Michael Church
Est. 1889

The First Italian Parish In Connecticut
Pastor: Rev. Robert P. Roy
Parish Office
9:00am - 1:00pm Monday - Friday
203-562-7178
203-752-0157 fax
smc1889@att.net
Website: stmichaelwoostersquare.org
Weekday and Weekend Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. Sunday—9:30 a.m.
No mass on Wednesday’s
Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Our Mission Statement
Our parish is open to all people who seek to give
glory to God through the centrality of Jesus Christ in
the Eucharist and in sharing the gifts and traditions
of the Roman Catholic faith. Enlivened by the Holy
Spirit, we strive to create a vibrant, welcoming faith
community for worship, education and outreach to
our neighbors, community, and the Southern Italian
Religious Societies through the Lordship of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

The Church of Saint Michael

New Haven, Connecticut
Pentecost Sunday
June 5, 2022

Saturday, June 4th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Grace Bonito, req. by son Andy
Sunday, June 5th, Pentecost Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Community Mass
Monday, June 6th, Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church
8:00 a.m. - People of St. Michael Parish
Tuesday, June 7th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. Wednesday, June 8th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. - NO MASS
Thursday, June 9th, St. Ephrem
8:00 a.m. –
Friday, June 10th, Weekday
8:00 a.m. Saturday, June 11th, Vigil of the Lord’s Day
4:00 p.m. - Louis Onofrio, req. by Nick & Therese
Incarnato
Sunday, June 12th, Most Holy Trinity
9:30 a.m. - Emilio & Anna Agnellino, req. by
Agnellino family

In remembrance of those who died,
Theresa Vingiano & Concetta Barone
May they rest in peace.

Sanctuary Lamp
Sunday, June 5, 2022
In Memory of
Deceased Members of St. Michael Parish

Weekend of May 29, 2022
Weekly Collection $
Online Collection $
Ascension of the Lord $411.00
Two Collections This Week
Weekly Collection
Missionary Cooperative Appeal
Two Collections Next Week
Weekly Collection
Monthly Collection

In many ways, the Scriptures of the Easter season have
prepared us for today’s celebration of Pentecost. Readings
for this great solemnity synthesize and expand many
themes already presented.
In Acts, Luke, who frequently refers to the Holy Spirit,
describes the first disciples’ astounding and disorienting
experience of God’s presence fully released in them after
Christ’s resurrection. Wind and fire are frequent biblical
symbols of God’s presence. Here as elsewhere, these
images remind us that, while divine presence is manifest
among us, we can never grasp or control it. The Spirit
works, but as the Spirit chooses.
As several previous Sundays, the reading from John
comes from Jesus farewell speech to the disciples shortly
before his crucifixion. In a poignant farewell discourse, a
leader soon to depart advises his insecure followers about
how they are to continue his work. Jesus reassures the
disciples that while he will no longer will be with them in
ways they have previously experienced, he will ask the
Father to send “another Advocate to be with [them]
always.” With the counsel and comfort of this Advocate,
the spirit, at their side, they will be empowered to
remember and carry out Jesus’ command to love as he
loved.
In his letter, Paul instructs Christians about he allembracing gift and demand of living in “the Spirit of
Christ.” His terms “flesh” and “spirit” are easily
misunderstood for in Greek thought, flesh and spirit were
conceived as distinct parts of a human person. But Paul
speaks in his native Semitic mode, which views a human
being as a unified whole; for him, “flesh” and “spirit” are
life orientations that either exclude Christ or make him
life’s center. Those “in the spirit” address God with the
intimate term “Abba”; they are also called to live and
suffer an live anew like Christ.

Readings for the week of June 5, 2022
Sunday: Genesis 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
Ezekiel 37:1-14 or Joel 3:1-5; Romans 8:22-27;
John 7:37-39
Monday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14;
John 19:25-34
Tuesday: 1 Kings 17:7-16; Matthew 5:13-16
Wednesday: 1 Kings 18:20-39; Matthew 5:17-19
Thursday: 1 Kings 18:41-46; Matthew 5:20-26
Friday: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-16; Matthew 5:27-32
Saturday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Matthew 5:
33-37

PASTORAL REFLECTION
Empowerment! This is one of those twenty-five dollar words that have been around for a long time.
To empower someone means to give a person or a group of people the power and the authority which
enables them to have a greater sense of confidence and self-esteem which in turn makes them more
assertive. Not an “in-your-face type of assertiveness” which, unfortunately, is so prevalent in today’s
society, but rather an assertiveness that says I, we can do this.
Empowerment is the ability which enables a person or a group of people to do something that they
formerly felt they were unable to do or could not do on their own, by themselves.
Yet, when we think of it, our history abounds with stories of individuals or groups of people who initially felt powerless to
change their situation, or things around them suddenly become able to do so when someone had empowered them to do so.
When people are empowered, they become able and willing to take charge of their situation and change it. They no longer
wait for someone else to do it for them. They accept the fact that they can do something and make a difference.

Today, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit, the power of God, as a mighty wind, which filled the whole
place where the apostles were gathered in prayer descended upon each of them in the form of tongues of fire. The coming of
the Holy Spirit was God’s empowerment to the apostles. Before he left, Jesus said to them, “You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witness not only in Jerusalem, but to the ends of the earth.”
The coming of the Holy Spirit provided the apostles with the empowerment, the energy, the momentum, the enthusiasm, the
courage, the love and the passion they needed to get on with the task, the work, and the mission Jesus had entrusted to them
until his return. The Holy Spirit gave the apostles the power, the authority and the confidence to do what they previously
thought they could not do for themselves as they stayed in the upper room scared and frightened, to proclaim boldly, with
authority and with assertiveness and conviction that Jesus is Lord and Savor; to give witness to him throughout the whole
world.
The empowerment of the apostles, by the coming of the Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost so many centuries ago was not a
one time shot or deal. The power of the Holy Spirit continues to animate and empower people even to this day.

While we do receive the Holy Spirit in baptism, but it is in the sacrament of confirmation wherein we received the fullness of
God’s spirit. It is not a lesser spirit or a different spirit that we receive but rather the same true gift of the Holy Spirit. It is
the same gift of the Holy Spirit that was first given to the disciples of Jesus on that first Pentecost many centuries ago. The
force, of the Holy Spirit, is with us and is living within us.
As the Second Vatican Council states, “By the sacrament of Confirmation we are more perfectly bound to the Church and are
endowed with the special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence, we are, as true witness of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread
the faith by word and deed.”
St. Paul, in his second letter to Timothy, exhorted Timothy and us, “For this reason, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of
God bestowed when my hands were laid upon you. The Spirit God has given us is no cowardly spirit, but rather one that
makes us strong, loving and wise. Therefore, never be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord.”
As the Holy Spirit, on that First Pentecost, so moved the first followers of Jesus to go forward to boldly proclaim to the world
what God had done in Jesus and to remain faithful to his teachings so it is with us.

On this Feast of Pentecost, we might ask ourselves, “To what extent does the ‘fire of the Holy Spirit’ the gift of the Holy
Spirit which we received in baptism and in confirmation live in our hearts and our community?”
To what extend do we allow the force of the Holy Spirit to guide our lives?
Are we like the apostles boldly proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ, to others, with our lives in all we say and do, or are
we giving into the thinking and pressures of today’s society?
Are we turning God’s gift of the Spirit into a cowardly spirit because we are afraid to stand up for the truths of Christ and His
church?
How is the force of the Holy Spirit being manifested within our lives?
The Holy Spirit “empowered” the apostles of Jesus to go forth and proclaim the good news. May that same Holy Spirit
“empower” us to go forth and witness to Jesus in our lives.
Fr. Roy

Pentecost Sunday
Annual Missionary Cooperative Appeal
Fr. Robert Vujs will be here for the Annual
Missionary Cooperative Appeal and collection
for the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. Father
Robert Vujs will speak at the Masses. Maryknoll
is the popular name for the Catholic Foreign
Mission Society of America, which was founded
in 1911 to follow Christ’s command to preach
the Gospel to all the nations. They serve principally among the poor in places where the
Church is unknown or in great need.

While here at St. Michael, Fr. Vujs will be
happy to talk with any parishioners who are
interested in doing overseas mission work.

St. Mary’s Parish,
New Haven
Dignity of Life News
Join us for the next Rosary Walk for Life on
Saturday, June 11, 2022 at approximately 9:30
am from St. Joseph Church on Edward’s Street
in New Haven after the 8:00 am Holy Mass and
coffee and... following the walk.
we prayerfully, peacefully, and boldly witness to
our foundational Catholic belief that all life is
sacred.
We’d like to invite our young families to come
too. What a great way to introduce our youth to
witnessing for their faith as part of a community
of believers!

For more information contact Andrew Donarumo
at andrewdonarumo@hotmail.com.

June 5, 2022
From the Twitter Account of
Pope Francis
The elderly, in their weakness, can
teach those in other ages of life that
we all need to surrender ourselves to
the Lord, to invoke his help. For God
is always our hope and our support.

On Line Giving
Realizing that the Coronavirus has affected us in
many ways, even financially, I would like to
express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all
the parishioners of St. Michaels’s Church who have
remembered St. Michael financially by mailing or
dropping off your weekly envelopes. We now offer
on-line giving through our website: StMichaelWoosterSquare.org under the Parish Life tab.

MASS BOOK
The Mass Book for 2022 is open
Masses can be booked from
Jan 1, 2022 thru June 30, 2022.
Come to the rectory from 9:00am – 12:30 p.m. Monday
thru Friday, or call the Rectory at 203-562-7178 to book
your masses.
All Masses must be paid in full at the time of
booking.

Please mail me/us a registration form for Saint
Michael Church
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________

FOOD BANK –

Each week there is a box in the
rectory entrance to receive donations of non-perishable
foods that are brought to various non-profit agencies and
families in need in the New Haven area. (PLEASE DO
NOT INCLUDE OPEN AND EXPIRED FOOD).
Your donation of these items are appreciated greatly by
those who receive them. Please consider bringing one or
two non-perishable items per month as a way of
fulfilling the Corporal Work of Mercy, To Feed the
Hungry.

___________________________________
Telephone No.____________________________
Send this request to:
Saint Michael Church Office:
29 Wooster Place
New Haven, CT 06511
Or place in offertory basket.

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal changes lives
through service to the Lord. Your gift helps to
support those cultivating a vocation to the
priesthood. Your gift to the Annual Appeal is an
investment in the future of our Church and our
Faith.
It is fundamental that when you give to any
charitable organization, you are confident the
funds are used wisely. Be assured that your gift
to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal supports the
catholic ministries and programs as indicated in
the 2022 Appeal literature, which can be found at
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/.
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or
settlements.

